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MERRY HILL IN 
£ 100m REVAMP 


HEALTH 

Second city ranked 
third in stress table 

RESEARCH has found that Birmingham is 
the third most stressed place in the UK. 

Aviva carried out research into the pro¬ 
portion of people in the UK who have taken 
time off work with stress. Birmingham 
ranked third with 36 per cent, the same 
amount as London. 

A total of 25 per cent of people have 
taken time off work with stress but blamed 
it on a physical illness, the research found. 

Plymouth is home to the highest pro¬ 
portion in the UK who have taken time off 
work with stress, at 39 per cent. Norwich 
has been ranked lowest at 25 per cent. 


Report by Simon Penfold 


MERRY Hill is about to under¬ 
go the biggest transformation 
since it was built more than 25 
years ago, as owners intu plan 
to spend around £100 million 
over the next five years. 


Work on remodelling the shopping 
centre’s bus station starts in Janu¬ 
ary and talks have taken place with 
potential tenants for the vacant BHS 
store at the centre. 

Matthew Roberts, chief financial officer 
at intu and the man in charge of its 17 shop¬ 
ping centres across the UK, said: “The pace of 
change here is accelerating. We bought Merry 
iHill because we think 
lit provides a great op- 


intu ^il 

t 



’ portunity. I would hope 
this can be one of our 
best performing assets 
in the next five to 10 
years, if not the best.” 

Intu bought half of 
Merry Hill from West- 
field for £407.7m in 
2014 and purchased 
I the other half from 
. ... „ „ . ■ Australian investment 

Intu’s Matthew Roberts q IC for £ 410m 

this summer. 

It also owns part of the surrounding retail 
park and a section of the neighbouring Water¬ 
front office complex. 

Mr Roberts said intu was looking to bring 
a new car showroom to the retail park, while 
there would also be refurbishment work at 
the Waterfront. But he predicted most of the 
£100m would be spent within the shopping cen¬ 
tre itself. 


Restaurants 

“We have done some of the basics, given it a 
lick of paint and installed some new escalators 
near the Asda supermarket,” said Mr Roberts. 
There would also be work on improving the 
look of the centre’s entrances. 

Bringing in new restaurants was also a key 
focus, he said, as Merry Hill becomes more of a 
leisure destination for families. 

Across intu’s 17 UK shopping centres around 
13 per cent of space was given over to leisure, 
particularly restaurants. 

“Here at intu Merry Hill it is about half 
that,” said Mr Roberts, who said the store space 
left vacant by the collapse of BHS is currently 
the subject of talks with potential tenants. 

Sainsbury’s has revealed it will quit follow¬ 
ing Christmas, after 27 years at the centre. 

“We are sad to see Sainsbury’s go,” said Mr 
Roberts, but the space would be “attractive to 
a number of other retailers”. 

He said store chains wanted bigger ‘flagship’ 
units, like the new Top Shop and Top Man shop 
at the centre. 


CHARLEY’S LOCKS LOPPED FOR CANCER CHARITY 



Charley Mantle, left, who works at the Cradley Heath branch of the West Brom, with Liam Taylor, from Toni & Guy’s in Wolverhampton 


IT was a case of hair today and gone tomor¬ 
row for warm-hearted Charley Mantle, who 
works at the Cradley Heath branch of build¬ 
ing society the West Brom in the town’s High 
Street. 

Charley had her long locks chopped off in 
the name of charity. 

The 23-year-old from Kingswinford raised 
£500 for Teenage Cancer Trust, helping the 
West Brom break through the £20,000 bar¬ 
rier in just six months of supporting its nom¬ 
inated charity. 

Charley also donated her hair to the Little 


Princess Trust, a charity which provides wigs 
and hair pieces for children suffering from 
cancer. 

She said: “I really wanted to do something 
for charity and the two organisations which 
benefitted are brilliant causes. 

Exciting 

“It was the first time I’ve had my hair cut 
in a good number of years and around 15 
inches came off and was donated to Little 
Princess Trust. 

“I was pretty nervous having so much cut 


off but, at the same time, it was exciting to 
be involved.” 

Charley’s charity cut took place at Toni & 
Guy’s, in Victoria Street, Wolverhampton. 

Charley added: “The guys there were fan¬ 
tastic. They did the cut for free to ensure we 
could raise as much as possible for Teenage 
Cancer Trust and I’m very grateful for that.” 

Teenage Cancer Trust is the only UK char¬ 
ity dedicated to improving the quality of life 
and chances of survival for young people with 
cancer aged between 13 and 24. 


CANALS 

Campaign to tackle 
the towpath tippers 

SHOPPING trolleys, tyres and traf¬ 
fic cones - even a submerged car - 
are among hundreds of items found 
dumped in the Black Country’s canals. 

The Canal and River Trust has re¬ 
vealed that the problem across the 
waterways of the Black Country and 
Birmingham is costing more than 
£100,000 to tackle. 

Now the trust is launching a new 
campaign to clamp down on the illegal 
fly-tipping by encouraging the public to 
report the towpath tippers. 


COUNCIL 

Anger at £50,000 
cost for gadgets 

OPPOSITION leaders at Dudley Council 
have hit out at the cash-strapped author¬ 
ity for paying ‘extortionate costs’ to fund 
councillors’ IT equipment. 

Councillor Paul Brothwood, leader of 
the UKIP party in Dudley, is calling for an 
‘immediate review’ of Dudley Council’s 
spending of almost £50,000. 

Devices such as iPads, smartphones 
and a digital camera are bought for coun¬ 
cillors using the money, alongside home 
broadband and mobile SIM cards. 

The Labour-run council says it is ‘essen¬ 
tial’ for councillors to have ‘swift access’ to 
communications in the digital age. 


INSIDE 


BUD FINALLY 
FINDS A HOME 



JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient 
and price 
competitive 



Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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hot topics, 
head-on 



Driver is remanded after fatal crash 



Georgia Ann Evans, aged 18 


A 24-year-old man has appeared in 
court following a crash that killed a 
teenage girl in Dudley. 

Georgia Ann Evans, 18, from Him- 
ley, died after a collision between her 
Ford Fiesta and an Audi on Priory 
Road, Dudley, on Thursday, at around 
10.35pm. 

A passenger also suffered non-life 
threatening injuries. 

The Audi driver is alleged to have 
abandoned the car at the scene. 

Kuba Oles, of Beaconview Road, 
West Bromwich, is charged with caus¬ 


ing death by dangerous driving, failing 
to stop and failing to report in relation 
to the accident on October 27. He was 
remanded in custody until his next 
appearance at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on November 28. 

Oles is also accused of driving dan¬ 
gerously in a separate incident on the 
Birmingham New Road on October 1. 

Miss Evans was described as ‘kind- 
hearted and spirited’ by her devastated 
parents. 

Police have said they remain keen 
to speak to anyone who witnessed 


the crash, which happened near the 
junction with Cedar Road at around 
10.30pm. 

Sergeant Alan Wood, from the West 
Midlands Police Collision Investigation 
Unit, said: “We are still appealing for 
witnesses to come forward. We would 
like to speak to the driver of a light- 
coloured van that was travelling along 
Priory Road shortly after the collision 
and turned left into Cedar Road.” 

Miss Evans’ parents said: “Our beau¬ 
tiful, kind-hearted and spirited daugh¬ 
ter has been taken away from us.” 


Burgled shopkeeper is 
forced to close business 


A THRIVING town centre busi¬ 
ness is closing after just 18 
months - after being burgled for 
the second time. 

Bosses at Hyper Hyper Clothing 
in Stourbridge say they are unable 
to continue after suffering losses of 
around £5,000 in stolen stock and 
criminal damage during the latest 
raid, which took place in October. 

Craig Smith, who runs the store with 
his wife Jennifer, described it as ‘soul de¬ 
stroying’ and warned that other traders in 
Stourbridge were suffering after burgla¬ 
ries. 

Describing the latest incident, Mr Smith 
said: “It was on a Sunday and I’d closed 
at 2pm as normal. I came home and then 
realised I’d left my laptop in the shop. So 
I went back and I think I must have dis¬ 
turbed them. There was damage every¬ 
where.” 

Mr Smith said this was the second time 
they had been victims of a break-in and 
this time the cost - as well as the fear of it 
happening again - was too much for them 
continue trading 

“It is soul destroying. We only opened 18 
months ago and we invested a lot of time 
and money into the business,” said Mr 
Smith. “We were doing OK and have some 
loyal customers, but these are costs you 
can’t account for. 

Insurance 

“Even with insurance you have to pay 
the excess,” added Mr Smith. “There have 
been a lot of break-ins, right in the centre 
of Stourbridge, along Market Street and 
the High Street. Others have had it happen 
twice too. It’s really bad at the moment. 

“We’ve spoken to police about it but I 
know they don’t have enough resources. If 
something big happens in Dudley they are 
sent over there,” he claimed. 

Mr Smith added that a private security 
firm had offered to patrol the area if each 
business contributed a sum towards the 
cost but not everyone wanted to sign up. 

“It’s a shame because that would have 
made a difference. I know a lot of the inde¬ 
pendent businesses liked the idea.” 

A man has been charged with burglary 
and was due to appear at Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court this week. 


Superstars snap up Elizabeth’s jackets 



Some of the jackets that have been decorated by Elizabeth Isley, which are being snapped up by celebrities 


A LEATHER jacket from the 
Salvation Army helped launch a 
Sedgley artist’s career - and she 
now boasts celebrities including 
Kim Kardashian and Kanye West 
among her customers. 

Elizabeth Isley, aged 21, has had 
A-list stars request her special¬ 
ly-painted leather jackets priced 
at £500 along with her very own 
clothing collection in London’s 
prestigious Liberty store on Regent 
Street. 

Kanye West and Kim Kardashian 


are among the many celebrities 
that are requesting jackets and 
she is currently working on one for 
singer Florence Welch of Florence 
and the Machine. 

It all started when she decorated 
a leather jacket bought from the 
Salvation Army in Dudley and then 
posted a picture of her handiwork 
online. 

Elizabeth said: “Seeing my 
friends in my clothes is my favour¬ 
ite though - I did a jacket for my 
best friend Hannah with her fa¬ 


vourite lyrics on and it was so nice 
to see her in it.” 

With a total of 24,000 Insta- 
gram followers including popstar 
Rihanna, things seem to be just 
getting started for Elizabeth, who 
studied at Halesowen College be¬ 
fore going to Birmingham City 
University to study fine art. 

Shortly before graduating, she 
received the call from Liberty Lon¬ 
don asking her if they could stock 
her jackets in her own collection - 
the 24 jackets sold out in six days. 


'Minnie Mouse' 
gloves robber 
has his jail 
term reduced 

A ROBBER who was caught out by the 
‘Minnie Mouse’ gloves he wore when 
raiding a Black Country shop has had 
his jail term slashed by 18 months. 

Shane Trevor Hadlington, 27, of no 
fixed abode, was jailed for six years at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court on April 8 
after he and another man raided the One 
Stop store in Bourne Street, Coseley, on 
August 15 last year. 

Mr Justice Hickinbottom told Lon¬ 
don’s Appeal Court that it had been 
raided no less than three times in the 
previous 18 months. 

The second man, who has not been 
caught, grabbed an assistant and 
marched her to a backroom store. He 
picked up a metal bar and made a second 
member of staff unlock a cabinet and fill 
a duvet cover with cigarettes and spirits. 
Hadlington filled a bag with cigarettes 
and alcohol from the shelves. He ‘did not 
know precisely’ what was happening in 
the back. The pair left after three min¬ 
utes with £3,700 worth of swag. 

Hadlington was identified by a ‘Dad’ 
tattoo on his arm and the ‘Minnie 
Mouse’ gloves he wore, later found at 
his home. He denied taking part the jury 
but a jury convicted him of robbery. 

He had 16 previous convictions involv¬ 
ing 64 crimes, including stealing cars, a 
robbery and burglary. 

Lawyers argued his jail term was too 
tough considering his lesser role. 

Mr Justice Hickinbottom said the 
‘sentence imposed was too high and 
manifestly so’, reducing the jail term to 
four-and-a-half years. 

Charity’s vital 
van is wrecked 

A CHARITY which had its van stolen 
during a raid on a community centre in 
Dudley has said the loss of the vehicle 
has had a ‘massive’ impact. 

But bosses at Lunch on the Run 
say they will not be beaten after the 
break-in at the DY1 Centre in Stafford 
Street, which also saw around £600 in 
cash stolen, including £200 raised for 
cancer charity Macmillan. 

Last Wednesday thieves struck at the 
centre, which serves as a base for sev¬ 
eral charities. Police have launched an 
investigation into the raid and theft of 
the white Ford Transit van, later found 
as a burned out wreck. 

Lunch on the Run, which trains peo¬ 
ple with learning disabilities, bought the 
van after a fundraising campaign. It is 
now having to use a car for deliveries. 

Free plays about 
Victorian miners 

VICTORIAN characters will be brought 
back to life in free performances at Dud¬ 
ley Archives on Tipton Road next week. 

Murchison and the Miners is a free 
half hour play on Tuesday and Thursday 
(November 10) at 6.30pm and Saturday 
(November 12) at 1pm. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABIE & BROMIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS-VINYLS 
- LAMINATES - 
STAIRLIFTS 




Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C 1 www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE I 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Halesowen • Hasbury 

• Cradley • Hayley Green 

• Oldhill • Rowley Regis 

• Blackheath • Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Telephone 0121 559 9985 S3 Sok, 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Devastating 
fire wrecks 
furniture 
business 

A FAMILY-run furniture firm which 
was devastated by a massive fire has 
been forced to shut down. 

Flames reached 40ft as Sprite Lei¬ 
sure, in Tividale, was engulfed by the 
fire in July. Around 75 per cent of the 
building was destroyed. 

Last week a spokesman for the firm 
confirmed it had been forced to close 
due to the fire and said ‘things were 
up in the air’. 

A message on its website says the 
company has ceased trading. 

It reads: “Sprite Leisure have 
ceased trading. We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank our custom¬ 
ers for their custom and support.” 

Distraught 

At the time of the blaze, emergency 
services said concrete asbestos had 
been involved in the fire. Eyewit¬ 
nesses described the scene as ‘horren¬ 
dous’ as crews remained on site for 
most of the day. 

Speaking at the time of the inci¬ 
dent, Watch Commander Steve Lees, 
from Dudley Fire Station, said: “The 
fire was already through the roof on 
arrival. Crews started removing prod¬ 
ucts to ensure that didn’t become in¬ 
volved in the fire as well. 

“There was cement asbestos in¬ 
volved. We had put our safety meas¬ 
ures in place to ensure both our 
firefighters and members of the public 
were not unduly put in harm’s way. 

“The owner of the businesses were 
in attendance. They are quite dis¬ 
traught.” 

MP welcomes 
funding U-turn 

DUDLEY NorthMP Ian Austin has 
welcomed a Government U-turn on 
plans to cut apprenticeship funding. 

The Government had announced 
funding cuts for 16 to 18-year-old 
apprentices by around 30 per cent, 
rising to over 50 per cent or more 
for apprentices living in the most de¬ 
prived areas of the country. It has now 
dropped these plans and promised to 
boost funding instead. 

Mr Austin conducted a survey of 
thousands of residents and found that 
more than nine in 10 opposed cuts to 
apprenticeship funding. 

He said: “We need to make educa¬ 
tion and skills Dudley’s top priority to 
help local businesses grow, give young 
people a good start and help older peo¬ 
ple get new jobs too.” 

Civic awards event 
for 40 children 

INSPIRATIONAL young people in 
Dudley were honoured with awards. 
Mayor of Dudley Councillor Moham¬ 
med Hanif attended the inaugural 
children in care awards. More than 
40 children were nominated. 


Party firm boss barred from working 


with children 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Jonathan Sword - images 


A MAN who ran a model racing car cir¬ 
cuit taken to parties for youngsters had 
amassed a collection of indecent images of 
children from the internet. 

Jonathan Sword, who also had images 
involving torture and bestiality, was 
caught after the police were called to the 
funeral parlour where he also worked. 

His bosses had been suspicious about 
his behaviour in the mortuary - although 
he faced no charges in relation to that 
when he appeared at Warwick Crown 
Court. 

Sword, 54, of Southwick Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, pleaded guilty to six charges of 


making indecent images of children and 
two of possessing extreme pornography. 

He was sentenced to 16 months in 
prison suspended for two years and was 
ordered to take part in a rehabilitation 
activity for 50 days and to carry out 100 
hours of unpaid work. 

Sword, who owned the Phoenix Scalex- 
tric Circuit in Jill Lane, Studley, will be 
barred from working with children and 
must register as a sex offender for ten 
years. 

Prosecutor Martin Butterworth said 
Sword came to the attention of the police 
in May while he was working for a funeral 


parlour - which he did not name - in 
south Warwickshire. 

He said he also owned and ran a Scalex- 
tric circuit which gave children’s parties. 

When the police spoke to Sword, they 
seized his computer and phone. Indecent 
images were found. 

When Sword, who had no previous con¬ 
victions, was interviewed he admitted 
downloading the images and building up 
a collection of them over five years. 

Mark Sharman, defending, said Sword, 
may have post traumatic stress disorder 
and had served in the Royal Armoured 
Corps. 


Drug user's threat to kill 
his mother and siblings 


A MAN under the influence of drugs 
had a look of ‘pure evil’ in his eyes 
as he threatened to kill his mother 
and siblings. 

The incident happened after Adam Wil¬ 
letts fell into a spiral of depression and 
drug-taking which led to his wife and chil¬ 
dren leaving home. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard that 
Willetts, 31, of Cotswold Close in Rowley Regis, 
had been holding a blade at his side when he 
threatened to slit the throats of his mother, 
half-brother and half-sister. 

Willetts’ moment of madness came after he 
had lost his job and his life spiralled out of con¬ 
trol due to substance abuse. 

His mother initially said she was ‘petrified’ 
he would kill her on September 29 this year. 

He was also found in possession of cocaine 
and cannabis. 

The court heard how Willetts’ wife found 
him overdosed on a drug and decided that was 
the final straw for their relationship. 

Cut 

Prosecutor Kevin Jones said: “His drug tak¬ 
ing got out of hand. When he saw his mother, 
half-brother and half-sister he said that he 
would slit their throats. 

“He doesn’t recall saying it and told police 
he just wanted to harm himself. He cut his 
own left wrist and needed to go to hospital for 
treatment. 

“All of the witnesses made further state¬ 
ments in which they said that he didn’t hold 
the knife close to them. The drugs were also 
found on him when he was arrested.” 

Willetts pleaded guilty to affray and posses¬ 
sion of class A and B drugs. 

Defence barrister Richard Franck said: “His 
nan died a year ago and it had a massive impact 
on him. He hadn’t had any dealings with drugs 
before then. But he slipped into a deep depres¬ 
sion and felt like he wanted to kill himself. 

“His wife is trying to set up appointments 
for him with psychiatrists. His wife wants him 
back. The main reason she left him was his 
drug use. He wants to get back in control of 
his life.” 

The court heard that in her first statement 
his mother said that ‘the look in his eye was 
pure evil’ and she was ‘petrified he was going 
to kill her with the knife’. 

Judge James Burbidge deferred sentence 
until November 24 for reports. 



Rider 
killed in 
crash is 
named 

A MOTORCYCLIST who 
died when his bike crashed 
into a tree in Halesowen has 
been named as father-of-two 
Tom Winters. 

The 22-year-old, described 
as an ‘adored father’ by his 
family, died after crashing 
on the A456 Manor Way on 
Sunday. 

“As a family we are all 
devastated by the sudden 
and tragic loss of Tom,” a 
statement released by the 
family said. 

“He was an adored father, 
son, husband, brother and 
friend and touched the lives 
of many with his kindness, 
compassion and beautiful 
humour. 

“He leaves two sons aged 
three years and just one 
month in age. For this rea¬ 
son, we ask that the family’s 
privacy is respected at this 
difficult time.” 

Two ambulances and the 
Midlands Air Ambulance 
were called to the scene near 
the Hagley Road junction at 
around 9.30am. 

It came less than 24 hours 
after a motorcyclist was se¬ 
riously injured in an acci¬ 
dent on Birmingham Road, 
Rowley Regis. He was taken 
to the Queen Elizabeth Hos- 
Tom Winters - the 22-year-old father of two died on Sunday at Manor Way pital. 


Hospital in appeal 
for more helpers 

AN open day to recruit extra volun¬ 
teers to lend a hand at a Black Coun¬ 
try hospital trust will take place on 
Tuesday, November 11. 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust is looking to bolster its team of 
voluntary helpers. The event, hosted 
by chief operating officer Paul Bythe- 
way, starts at 10am in the Lecture 
Theatre at Russells Hall Hospital. It 
will give guests the opportunity to 
speak to some of the existing team of 
400 volunteers. To attend call (01384) 
456111 extension 1064 or email com 
munications@dgh.nhs.uk 

Comedy night is 
close to a sell-out 

SOLD out signs could go up on a gig in 
Brierley Hill by comics Joe Lycett and 
Mark Watson. 

Ahead of this week’s early bird 
deadline, nearly 600 tickets had al¬ 
ready been sold for the February 18 
date at the civic hall. 

Lycett and Watson will be sup¬ 
ported by Black Country comic Jonny 
Cole, from Wednesbury. 

It is the second installment of Live 
At The Civic, the idea of Dudley pro¬ 
moter and resident compere, Wayne 
Beese. Tickets are available online at 
www .bhillcivic .co.uk 

Damage caused in 
football club raid 

VANDALS broke into Stourbridge 
FC’s ground for the fourth time in the 
space of a year. 

Windows and doors were damaged 
in the raid at the War Memorial 
Ground in the early hours of October 
25. Only a single bottle of whisky was 
taken. 

Police were called just after mid¬ 
night after being alerted by the club’s 
alarms. Officers are now examining 
CCTV footage which shows two men 
forcing entry. 

Survey carried out on 
park's dog-free zone 

COUNCIL bosses are examining feed¬ 
back following a controversial six- 
month scheme banning dogs from sec¬ 
tions of Himley Park. 

The six-month trial came into force 
in February and continued as a trial. 

A survey to get park users’ views 
was carried out. Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed confirmed they would now ‘as¬ 
sess the results’ on whether to make 
the scheme permanent. 

The zone covered the park’s main 
entrance down to the West Gate. 

Takeaway bid lodged 

A FORMER tanning studio could 
turned into a takeaway. The change of 
use was submitted to Dudley Council 
planners for 209 Priory Road. Plan¬ 
ning documents state the applicant 
has operated a takeaway in Tipton 
for the past 20 years and is ‘confident 
that the business will be successful’. 
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SALE 
NOW 
ON 


THE KITCHEN 
CENTRE 

HARBORNE 

Quality Kitchens and Appliances 


Free Planning and Estimating 
Open Monday - Saturday 10.00am - 5.00pm 
2 Albert Road, B17 0AN 

www.thekitchencentre.co.uk Telephone: 0121 681 5553 
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THE BEST OF Si 
PETERRHODES^^ 

OUT with the lawnmower for what ought to be the last 
cut of the year. But nothing is guaranteed any more. As 
the seasons change, you are quite likely to winter-grease 
your mower and stow it at the back of the shed this week, 
only to wake up next week to a balmy zephyr from north 
Africa and the sight of your grass growing again. 


Family disgusted at 
death driver’s sentence 


WHAT a wonderfully precise language English is. I once 
spent some time trying to explain to a German friend the 
difference between washing and washing-up. He could 
not quite grasp how the involvement of crockery, cutlery 
and Fairy Liquid was all implied by the one little word 
“up.” 

YES, I admit it. We’ve been out panic-buying Marmite. 
Ever since the Brexit-inspired price-rise spat a few weeks 
ago, we have lived in dread of running out of the stuff. 

I have therefore raided Waitrose and amassed enough 
Marmite to last us two years. 
One pot. 

TALKING of offence, for the 
past 100 years the French have 
suffered the national humilia¬ 
tion of seeing their beautiful 
language being kicked into 
obscurity by the global spread 
of ghastly, gutteral English. No 
wonder that as the UK prepares 
to quit the EU, some French politicians are demanding 
that debates be held in French. Forget it, mes amis. 
French may be beautiful but it is a tricky language. They 
use the same verb for “like” as for “love,” and when they 
“demand” something they may be merely requesting. If 
you inadvertently use the verb for kiss, you are actually 
proposing full sex, while someone requesting a kiss on 
the cheek will ask for “un smack,” and you can see where 
that might lead. English may never sound as lovely as 
French but at least we never confuse a smacker with a 
good smacking. 

I BUMPED into a crowd of moorhen in the park and 
wondered what was the collective noun. It is a plump of 
moorhen. And a scoop of journalists, since you ask. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


A DRIVER who caused his friend’s death af¬ 
ter crashing his sports car through a wall has 
been jailed for 14 months. 

A court heard how 31-year-old Jamie Wharton 
raced down St Peter’s Road in Netherton before 
skidding into a garden, killing 23-year-old passenger 
Timothy Pearson. 

Mr Pearson’s family and friends walked out of Wolver¬ 


hampton Crown Court in 
disgust after Judge John 
Wait told Wharton his sen¬ 
tence. 

Wharton was driving a 
Nissan Skyline with Mr 
Pearson as a passenger on 
the evening of June 3, 2014, 
when it left the road. The 
exact speed could not be 
calculated but eyewitnesses 
said it was well in excess of 
the 30mph limit. 

Wharton, of Birch Cop¬ 
pice, Quarry Bank, had ear¬ 
lier been due to stand trial 
on a charge of causing death 
by dangerous driving. 

Lesser 

After the Crown Prosecu¬ 
tion Service agreed to accept 
the lesser charge of causing 
death by careless or incon¬ 
siderate driving, Wharton 
pleaded guilty and was sen¬ 
tenced on Friday. 

His Nissan had skidded 
sideways off the road in 
what was described as a ‘cr¬ 
ab-like’ movement in court. 

Mr Pearson, from Quarry 
Bank, was pronounced dead 
at the scene of the accident. 
Wharton was injured but 
has made a full recovery. 


By Judith Hawkins 

The judge told Wharton: 
“Timothy Pearson was a de¬ 
voted grandson whose death 
has devastated a whole fam¬ 
ily to the extent that some 
are on medication and some 
are receiving counselling.” 

The judge added that he 
was satisfied from police 
evidence that Wharton had 
been drinking alcohol ei¬ 
ther on the day of the crash 
or had consumed ‘far, far 
more’ than he had admitted 
to officers. 

He said Mr Pearson’s 
death had been caused by a 
‘combination of deficiencies’ 
in Wharton’s driving, which 
included his inexperience in 
driving his Nissan Skyline 
sports car, which he had 
owned for 10 years but took 
out rarely. 

Defending Wharton, Mr 
Andrew Jackson said his 
client was sorry for his ac¬ 
tions on that night and said 
he was ‘emphatically not’ a 
boy racer. 

Wharton was will be 
banned from driving for four 
years and seven months. 


Care assistant goes for gold 



Hospital worker Izzy Sandford, 23, earned the gold award 


A HEALTHCARE assistant 
from Stourbridge is cele¬ 
brating success after achiev¬ 
ing the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
gold award. 

Izzy Sandford, aged 23, 
who works at West Midlands 
Hospital in Halesowen, 
scooped the prestigious ac¬ 
colade after her dedication 
which included cross-coun¬ 
try treks and voluntary 
work. 

Izzy says the scheme, for 
young people in the UK, 
has given her new skills and 
confidence. 

“I feel really proud to 
have achieved the Gold 
award,” she said. 

“The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
award is something I’m very 
passionate about and it’s 
great to have achieved all 
three awards. I feel that the 
whole programme has made 
a big difference to me and 
has helped me get to where 
I am today with Ramsay 
Health Care at West Mid¬ 
lands Hospital. 

“The scheme has given 
me new skills, the ability to 
face challenges head on and 
confidence which I can apply 
to the workplace. 

“The final part of the 
Gold award was a trip to 
Cornwall where a group of 
us took part in a ‘surf and 
turf residential.” 


Petition is 
opposed to 
lollipop 
patrol cut 

A PETITION has been 
launched to stop the axe 
falling on crossing wardens 
from outside Dudley bor¬ 
ough schools. 

The council has said it can 
no longer afford to provide 
crossing patrols and that 
schools must pay if they 
want them to stay. 

Parents have urged bosses 
to think again. A petition 
has been launched to put 
pressure on the council to 
scrap the plans and has al¬ 
ready been signed by around 
400 people. 

There are fears wardens 
will go as schools will be un¬ 
able to afford them. 

Under the plans, patrols 
will be axed from April, sav¬ 
ing the authority around 
£260,000 a year. 

Cat Ketley, from Hale¬ 
sowen, who launched the 
petition, said: “Schools 
feel there is a great need 
for crossing patrols to be 
kept to maintain the safety 
of children and families, 
but they themselves have 
budget constraints. When 
the Government is trying to 
promote healthy lifestyles, 
surely it is a false econ¬ 
omy to axe crossing patrols 
which encourage families to 
walk to school.” 

Parent Charlene William¬ 
son, from Halesowen, said: 
“Without a crossing patrol 
there will be accidents.” 

Councillor Hilary Bills 
said the safety of children 
was ‘paramount’ but that 
the authority was experienc¬ 
ing ‘unprecedented financial 
challenges’. 



C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 | 
NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

/ro /77 £ 6 49 


FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Midland UPVC 

Windows and Doors Ltd ^'tctcdA 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

NOVEMBER SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 fitted 

t&c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 
FANTASTIC SPECIAL B£DFOfiD 
NEW UPVC 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


■ Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving 
windows & doors 

■ All built and installed 
by our own fitters 

■ 0AP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


OFFER 


PVC 


DOOR 


from 


£385 


fitted 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 
Tel: 0121 429 3186 n 

_l Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


NOW 

STOCKING 

A WIDE 

SELECTION OF 

BEAUTIFUL 
MIRRORS to 

COMPLIMENT 
YOUR FIRE 
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Table Top Sale 


f t 

Hill and Cakemore Liberal Club 

87 Nimmings Road, Halesowen B62 9JG 


Homeclad 



• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


5 " 0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 



















































Fire wrecks 

furniture 

business 

A FAMILY-run furniture firm which 
was devastated by a massive fire has 
been forced to shut down. 

Flames reached 40ft as Sprite Lei¬ 
sure, in Tividale, was engulfed by the 
fire in July. Around 75 per cent of the 
building was destroyed. 

Last week a spokesman for the firm 
confirmed it had been forced to close 
due to the fire and said ‘things were 
up in the air’. 

A message on its website says the 
company has ceased trading. 

It reads: “Sprite Leisure have 
ceased trading. We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank our custom¬ 
ers for their custom and support.” 

At the time of the blaze, emergency 
services said concrete asbestos had 
been involved in the fire. 

Eyewitnesses described the scene 
as ‘horrendous’ as crews remained on 
site for most of the day. 

Speaking at the time of the inci¬ 
dent, Watch Commander Steve Lees, 
from Dudley Fire Station, said: “The 
fire was already through the roof on 
arrival. Crews started removing prod¬ 
ucts to ensure that didn’t become in¬ 
volved in the fire as well. 

“There was cement asbestos in¬ 
volved. We had put our safety meas¬ 
ures in place to ensure both our 
firefighters and members of the public 
were not unduly put in harm’s way.” 

Popular brass band 
has two concert dates 

LANGLEY Band will be performing 
two concerts later this month at the 
same Black Country venue. 

The brass band will entertain at the 
Barlow Theatre, in Langley, on No¬ 
vember 25 at 8pm and on November 
26 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets will be £8 or £5 for un- 
der-16s. Call (01384) 918547. 


Lack of equipment was a 
factor in sister's death - claim 


Lights switch-on has The X Factor 


Hundreds turned out for the Christmas lights switch-on at Merry Hill by Reggie ‘n’ Bollie along with Free Radio’s Jo Russell 


A STOURBRIDGE man who claims his sister was denied vital 
health support for a genetic condition before she died has 
hit out at West Midlands NHS providers. 

Bryan Gould, aged 56, says he watched the condition of his sister, 
Christine, who suffered with oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophy, 
worsen before she died in 2014. 

He says NHS providers’ lack of support in giving her life-saving equipment 


X Factor music duo Reggie ‘n’ Bollie 
strutted their stuff at Merry Hill’s 
Christmas lights extravaganza as the 
Black Country shopping centre kicked 
off the festive season. 

It was the Black Country’s first 
major switch-on event for 2016 - and 
more than 500 people turned up. 

The duo, who were runners up in 
last year’s final of the TV talent show, 
flicked on the lights at 6pm on Friday 


as part of a programme of activities 
that started at noon. 

Bollie said: “It was amazing.The 
crowd’s reaction was amazing. The 
whole energy was amazing.” 

Talent 

X Factor’s Freddy Parker and Chris¬ 
tian Burrows also performed alongside 
Britain’s Got Talent finalists Jack 
Pack. 


Christian said: “I loved performing 
here. When the crowd sing my lyrics I 
feel blessed.” 

Reggie ‘n’ Bollie released their first 
single New Girl in May 2016, which 
charted 26 in the UK Top 40. 

Kirsty Hadlington, aged 31 from 
Bilston, who was attending the event 
with her family, said: “Our favour¬ 
ites were Reggie ‘n’ Bollie. It was an 
amazing event.” 


was a factor. He is meeting in Par¬ 
liament with NHS bosses and MPs, 
including Stourbridge representative 
Margot James. 

The equipment in question was a 
machine that helps people with mus¬ 
cle-wasting conditions to cough. Brian, 
who also has OPMD, said: “My sister 
really needed support from a cough 
assist machine, but never received it. 
Her quality of life would have been so 
much better in her final years. 

Shocking 

“This potentially life-saving device 
is vital for people with weak respira¬ 
tory muscles. There are no treatments 
or cures for muscle-wasting condi¬ 
tions, so to deny people in this way is 
just shocking.” 

The equipment simulates a cough 
for those whose chests are too weak to 
naturally clear their lungs. If left un¬ 
treated, it could cause chest infections 
and even premature death. 

There is now a local cough assist 
commissioning policy through NHS 
Dudley CCG. But Brian said: “It is 
disgraceful other CCGs in the West 
Midlands and nationally are stalling 
on such crucial equipment.” 

Muscular Dystrophy UK says West 
Midlands NHS leaders have refused to 
adopt a funding policy for cough assist 
machines, despite them being availa¬ 
ble elsewhere. 


Artists lose 
traditional 
show venue 

AN art group, formed in Dudley near¬ 
ly 90 years ago, will be without a per¬ 
manent venue for its annual show fol¬ 
lowing the closure of Dudley Museum 
and Art Gallery in the town centre. 

The Dudley Society of Artists, 
formed 1928, will be holding their last 
exhibition at the venue from Novem¬ 
ber 26 to December 22 at the building 
in St James’s Road. 

Dudley Council is to consider the 
future of the site. There are plans to 
move exhibits to Dudley Archives and 
History Centre on Tipton Road. 

Terry Glazebrook, chairman of 
Dudley Society of Artists, said: “This 
has left us in a difficult position and 
we are now having to look at the pos¬ 
sibility of doing similar pop-up shows 
throughout the year instead. It is in¬ 
credibly sad.” 

A petition signed by more than 
4,000 people wanted to the museum 
and gallery maintained. 
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Replace the existing roof on MSnfAEET^^^ 

your conservatory and create a Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the . 

comfortable environment and a industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 

room you can use all year round have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON NOVEMBER INSTALLATIONS 

FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | sffidKlSto 4pm Sunday Closed 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


High-speed 
rail plans 
are on the 
wrong track 

PUTTING the case for high-speed rail this 
week, HS2 chairman Sir David Higgins 
made a very telling comment. 

“Birmingham and the wider West Mid¬ 
lands region are already enjoying the 
benefits of HS2,” he said. 

Aside from the questionable assertion 
that we are already feeling the benefit of 
high-speed rail, it was the phrase “Bir¬ 
mingham and the wider West Midlands” 
which jarred the most. The clear implica¬ 
tion being that the other towns of what 
is loosely termed the West Midlands are 
satellites of Birmingham, a sort of com¬ 
muter belt around the great metropolis. 

For the record, Birmingham has a pop¬ 
ulation of about 1.1 million, “the wider 
West Midlands region” has a population 
of five million. Which presumably means, 
when our West Midlands Combined Au¬ 
thority gets going, that Birmingham will 
receive just 20 per cent of any investment 
in public infrastructure. Yeah, right. 

Now I can see how Birmingham will 
benefit from a fast rail-link to London, and 
good luck to it. The proposed transport 
hub at Stafford will also be good news for 
the town’s economy, even if that is scant 
consolation to those whose homes and 
businesses will be obliterated by the line. 

But while upwards of £55 billion is be¬ 
ing thrown at a scheme to benefit a hand¬ 
ful of already wealthy large cities, there 
does not appear to be even a few million 
to throw at what passes for a rail service 
in the Black Country. 

While Birmingham receives its fourth 
city centre railway station, the rail net¬ 
work for the Black Country remains a 
joke. There are a few small commuter sta¬ 
tions at places such as Tipton, Old Hill or 
Cradley Heath, and the odd direct service 
to London from “Sandwell & Dudley”, on 
the outskirts of Oldbury. West Bromwich 
and Dudley remain splendidly isolated. 
No-one can spare a few million to reopen 
the Walsall-Wednesbury-Dudley railway 
line, which would bring far more benefits 
to the Black Country than HS2. 

The great and good in the Big Smoke 
may have learned to stop referring to the 
West Midlands as “Greater Birmingham”, 
but their thinking is very Brum-centric. 

The truth is that for a long time Bir¬ 
mingham has had far more in common 
with London than it does with the Black 
Country. How much more will that divi¬ 
sion grow when it is takes 52 minutes to 
travel by public transport from Birming¬ 
ham to London, but 1 hour 26 minutes to 
get from Birmingham to Kingswinford? 

□ □□ 

THE blazers at Lancaster Gate are 
going cap in hand to Fifa for permission 
to display poppies on their shirts when 
England play Scotland on Armistice Day. 
Football’s world governing body bans 
football shirts from displaying political, 
religious or commercial messages. It is 
hard to see how honouring servicemen is 
political, religious or commercial. 


Killed for mutiny, their stories 
were lost to history before one 
man’s selfless quest to reveal 

them. CLARE BUTLER reports 


SOLDIERS shot dead for refusing 
to obey their own commanding of¬ 
ficers have been commemorated 
100 years on. 

Jack Braithwaite of the New Zealand 
Otago Regiment, and William Lewis from 
Scotland were executed on October 29, 
1916 while Jesse Robert Short, of New¬ 
castle upon Tyne, was killed a year later. 

Their names are inscribed on individual 
plaques attached to individual wooden stakes 
as part of the Shot at Dawn memorial at the 
National Memorial Arboretum. 

The three mutineers join 306 other men re¬ 
membered in the memorial for alleged deser¬ 
tion or cowardice during the Great War. 

Relatives and representatives of each of the 
men attended the special ceremony on Satur¬ 
day from as far as New Zealand. 

Jack Braithwaite’s nephew, David Braith¬ 
waite, from New Zealand, aged 79, was one of 
them. He said: “My uncle was executed exactly 
100 years ago today. It gives closure for our 
family. We have had some challenges over the 
past 20 years in trying to get recognised what 
we thought was wrong. 

“My father was the youngest of a family of 
24 children. He never told me or our family an¬ 
ything about Jack’s demise and those were the 
days when mutiny was a scandal. I found out 
in the mid-1980s and slowly with the help of 
a lot of historians we thought that we should 
explore the pardons which we achieved in 
2000 in New Zealand and 2006 in Britain. The 
whole ceremony was very appropriate.” 

Jack Braithwaite had lost his stripe in May 
1916 for being absent without leave. 

But this was followed by three courts-mar- 
tials in June and July 1916 for acts such as 
stating a falsehood to an officer, being absent 
without leave and two charges of escaping con¬ 
finement and escaping while being escorted to 


Families of the soldiers who were shot attend the service to commemorate their lives 


a field punishment compound. Prison sen¬ 
tences with hard labour followed. 

On August 28, 1916, an Australian soldier 
known as Private Little complained the hot 
water had run out in the showers at Blargies. 
As the matter escalated, Little yelled for his 
meal. Braithwaite, on mess orderly duties, 
took Little to his tent and gave him a meal. 

His mistake was to take Little from the cus¬ 
tody of a Staff Sergeant Shearing. Braithwaite 
was charged with mutiny along with others. 

In his letter to the General Field Court-Mar¬ 
tial, Jack would comment how in Egypt simi¬ 
lar actions had been punished with seven or 14 
days in prison or seven days’ loss of pay and 
that he did not understand ‘that a simple act 
of peacemaking could be brought to look like 
deliberate mutiny’. He was shot at 6.05am on 
October 29, 1916 - five minutes after Gunner 
Lewis, whose story remains more of a mystery. 

Jesse Robert Short, from Newcastle-Up- 
on-Tyne, was executed in 1917. On September 


11 of that year, Corporal Short was at the base 
camp at Etaples, France, where - having re¬ 
covered either from wounds or illness - he was 
undergoing re-training before being returned 
to the frontline. 

Disturbances broke out in the camp that 
day, and one group of 80 soldiers carrying 
placards and armed with sticks marched on a 
bridge across the river Canache. 

Cpl Short tried to persuade the soldiers to 
lay down their arms, and referring to its com¬ 
mander, said: “Don’t listen to that officer, 
that b****r ought to have a rope tied round 
his neck with a stone on it and be chucked into 
the river.” 

Cpl Short was courtd-martialled the next 
day, found guilty of inciting mutiny and sen¬ 
tenced to death. He was executed weeks later. 
All three soldiers were subsequently pardoned. 

Among the guests who attended the service 
were relatives of the soldiers - Bryan Ritchie 
and his wife, Marilyn, from Edinburgh on 


William Lewis’s behalf; Jack Braithwaite’s 
nephew, David Braithwaite, from New Zea¬ 
land, and his wife, Rae; and Jesse Robert 
Short’s grandson, Neil Graham, among others 
along with other family members. 

Mr Ritchie, from near Edinburgh, said: “I 
was there to represent my great-uncle who 
was shot at dawn 100 years ago today. I don’t 
even know if my mum knows that her uncle 
existed. To think 100 years ago today my 
great-uncle stood in front of a firing squad 
and was shot at the age of 30. I’ve got mixed 
emotions. It’s someone I didn’t know but I’m 
here to represent my family. I thought the cer¬ 
emony was very poignant.” 

During the 1914-18 war, 346 British and 
Commonwealth soldiers were executed - a 
higher figure than those recorded by both the 
French and Germans. The memorial’s plaques 
are arranged in the form of a Greek theatre 
around the statue of Private Herbert Burden, 
of the 1st Battalion Northumberland Fusi¬ 
liers, who was shot at Ypres in 1915. 

Visited 

The non-inclusion of mutineers’ names and 
the absence in particular of Jack Braithwaite’s 
name was highlighted by Western Front Asso¬ 
ciation New Zealand member Geoff McMillan 
following a visit to the Arboretum in 2015. 

Mr McMillan explained how he was puz¬ 
zled to find Jack Braithwaite’s name missing 
upon his visit last year and so set out on pur¬ 
suit of its inclusion. He said: “When I visited 
the Arboretum, I was moved to see how the 
names of hundreds of soldiers executed for de¬ 
sertion or cowardice in the First World War 
were recorded in the Shot at Dawn memorial, 
but puzzled that the name of fellow Kiwi Jack 
Braithwaite was missing.” 

When he did some research, he discovered 
the other two missing names. 

Richard Pursehouse and Lee Dent, of the 
Chase Project - a military history research 
group - assisted with the research and got in 
touch with the Shot at Dawn memorial artist, 
Andy DeComyn, who was keen to help. 

The memorial was created by Mr DeComyn 
in 2000 as a gift to the relatives, and was un¬ 
veiled by Gertrude Harris, daughter of Private 
Harry Farr, in June 2001. 


Geoff McMillan - puzzled by missing name New Zealand Defence Adviser Evan Williams with David Braithwaite at the ceremony Jack Braithwaite - ‘simple peacemaking’ 

Shot at Dawn soldiers 
are now on memorial 


AUTUMN SALE 

@20 

O Old Buildings Removed 
© Asbestos Disposal 
© Base Laying Service 
© Free Quotations 


Wooden 

Sheds 


HUGE 

RANGE 





Prices from ge'^ery Delivered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Concrete 

Garages 


FREE 

FITTING 



Fitted prices from 

£1699 
£3299 


Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


Summer 

Houses 


FREE 

FITTING 


Log Cabins view 

& Garden Rooms online 


liilL I I Jt 


Fitted prices from 


8ft x 6ft £725 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


0 Huge Range 0 Made To Measure Service 0 Lined & Insulated Options 0 Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 


BUILDINGS 











































Enjoyable day in Black Country capital 

FIRED by a disappointing visit to Wal- old one in the 80s, is altogether very a visit to the cafe’s loo which I found to 
sail, I decided to head for the capital of much a horse of a different colour. be one of the cleanest I’ve ever been in. 
the Black Country, Dudley. I travelled Dudley town centre, apparently, had I sat in the afternoon sun for a short 
in the luxury of a new 126 bus I’d rec- been hit hard by the opening of Merry while on a bench which I shared with 
ommend it to anyone, especially those Hill Centre. Personally, I think this a life-size statue in bronze of long dead 
who enjoy free travel. did Dudley town an unintentional good Dudley poet Ben Boucher. 

Dudley at a distance, as you travel turn in the long term. As my bus home made its way slowly 

along the Birmingham New Road, has Dudley High Street today has many down Castle Street I gazed up at the 
the advantage of looking extremely at- of the familiar British high street Castle standing there diligently over 
tractive with its ancient castle clearly names but retains many local busi- the centuries with its flag of St George 
visible above the surrounding trees nesses such as the colloquially named fluttering above, I thought to myself 
and as you draw closer, along Priory ‘sucke shop’ which sells sweets oppo- how well it summed up this Black 
Road, the well kept surroundings of site the Arcade Cafe in the delightful Country town, 
the ruined Priory spring into view. Fountain Arcade where I enjoyed a cup JOHN DAVENPORT 

Dudley bus station, which replaced the of reasonably priced coffee followed by Wednesfield 


Alleviate 
need for 
food banks 

IN the 70s when most 
working people’s basic food 
bill was around £5 my hus¬ 
band was out of work for 
12 months at a time, twice. 
After the bills were paid out 
of his dole money I was left 
with around £1.50 to buy 
food for a family of four. 

My father never had a 
particularly well paid job 
so my mother had to man¬ 
age and she taught me how 
to cook meals from cheaper 
cuts of meat. We also had 
cooking lessons at school. 

My family never went 
without a good meal and 
always had breakfast. We 
could not have biscuits, 
sweets, crisps or holidays 
but you cut your cloth ac¬ 
cordingly. There were no 
food banks and benefits 
were unavailable to anyone 
buying their own home. 

It was hard but we got 
through it. I feel if many 
people were taught how to 
manage their money better 
and how to cook on a budget 
there would be a less of a 
need for food banks now. 

JENNY JAMES 
Wordsley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Can anyone explain 
flaw in this logic? 

WILL someone please point out the flaw in my logic? 

Scenario: UK as I hope, refuses the free movement of 
people and is therefore kicked out of the EU single market. 

Result: EU puts up tariff barriers to Brit goods; UK puts 
up tariff barriers to EU goods. However, with the pound 
being devalued, shortly, prices of EU goods into UK will 
rise and prices of Brit exports to the EU will fall. 

Net effect: EU sales to UK hit by a double whammy of a 
higher price due to the declining pound plus a further price 
hike due to the UK import tariff increase. This results in a 
substantial adverse effect on the sale of EU products in the 
UK. This would be particularly severe on expensive luxury 
goods from the most influential EU countries. 

UK sales to EU would cost more by reason of imposition 
of an EU tariff but due to the weakness of the pound this 
would be negated to a greater or lesser degree. 

Why am I not hearing from politicians and economists 
that EU exports to UK would price wise increase by a much 
greater degree than prices of Brit goods to EU thereby giv¬ 
ing UK a commercial advantage and why am I hearing 
nothing of this bargaining chip from the Remoaners? 

ALAN M ETHERIDGE 

Dudley 


Reassuring 
the public 

SUPERINTENDENT Hol- 
by has tried to reassure Dud¬ 
ley residents after a spate of 
stabbings saying: “Policing 
is changing with a new mod¬ 
el focusing more on what we 
can do to stop things like 
this in the first place.” 

Here in Kingswinford our 
neighbourhood police team 
is to move to Brierley Hill, 
giving a larger area to police 
with the same resources. 

A M BARRETT 
Kingswinford 

Can child 
be defined? 

WHEN the government an¬ 
nounced they were going to 
let in 300 children from the 
camp in Calais, I thought 
these (children) were aged 
from very young to perhaps 
seven or 12-years-old. 

The government need to 
define a child. The pictures 
we see show children ap¬ 
pearing to be in their late 
teens, some look in their 
20s. Some have moustaches. 
BOB WHITEHOUSE 
Kingswinford 



TRIPLE GLAZED FOR THE SAME 
PRICE AS DOURLE GLAZED 


MASSIVE 'SAVINGS ON OUR DOOR! RANGE! 


EEMMDHzffiS 
nQOGIDG©!] 


Beautiful Orangeries 
and bespoke|l 
Conservatories to 
suit your style and 
^v'ijudqeM 


_ 

IjjirlS&'iil 

We are conservatory, 
window and or angery] 
specialists 

Translf^m OTufflio^g 
and let the outside 


(TirTTTflffl'Trrn 1 


colour composite 


ana® 

BnsMf 


Edwardian 


i^fMTIrTTTTTTf^ 

Qua, BiMBM] weQ] eml] ges^, 

Gmd 



£6995 

Call today for a FREE upgrade from double 
to triple glazing Qjgj] 000 (M0 



<^> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


10 % 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 




What our customers say... 

‘‘Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms f Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
repiacem&nt to an extension 

HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 



LUCS 


The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


at QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

. , THE GUILD 4 i 

J OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN V 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01384 232413 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, 
Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Stourport Showroom 

33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01299 877718 

Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 




www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Coroner in call for ban on 
slim aid drug after fatality 


“SHE was a beautiful, bright and brilliant daughter.” The 
words of heartbroken father Nazir Shahid following the trag¬ 
ic death of his 20-year-old daughter Imama Shahid. 

Imama, aged 20, from Halesowen, died after taking unlicensed 
weight-loss tablets, an inquest heard. Senior Coroner for the Black 
Country, Zafar Siddique, said he would now write to the Home Office 


in a bid to get the dangerous drug 

inquest on 
rider's death 
is suspended 

AN inquest has opened into a 20-year- 
old man who died after a motorbike 
crash. 

Elliot Beddow, from Bridgnorth 
Road, Stourton, died after a crash on 
Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill, in the 
early hours of September 3. 

The apprentice engineer was riding 
his Harley Davidson when, at around 
2.10am, he collided with railings and 
a wall as he came around a right-hand 
bend on the crest of a hill. 

Black Country Coroners Court 
heard how he sustained multiple in¬ 
juries and, despite the efforts of emer¬ 
gency services, was pronounced dead 
at the scene. 

Sergeant Chris Ridge, from West 
Midland Police Collision Investigation 
Unit, said: “CCTV has now been ana¬ 
lysed and all witnesses spoken to. We 
are awaiting the scene reconstruction 
report and any possible charges.” 

Senior Coroner Zafar Siddique sus¬ 
pended the inquest pending the ongo¬ 
ing criminal investigations. 


called dinitrophenol - banned. 

Imama had recently taken her col¬ 
lege exams and passed with ‘excellent 
grades’, and had been accepted to 
Leicester University to study a Medi¬ 
cal Science degree. 

The court heard Imama was taken 
to Russells Hall Hospital feeling un¬ 
well after a rise in her temperature. 

She had been on medication for kid¬ 
ney problems since aged six and had 
been diagnosed with lupus in 2007. 

Mr Shahid, aged 46, a self-employed 
cab driver, said: “We noticed that she 
was feeling warm. My eldest daughter 
called an ambulance as her heart rate 
increased too. 

“She told ambulance staff that she 
had taken some weight loss tablets. 
When I got to the hospital she was 
okay and the nurses said that her tem¬ 
perature was going back to normal, so 
not to worry. But then her condition 
deteriorated again.” 

Mr Shahid added: “Imama was in¬ 
credibly loving and caring.” 

Mr Shahid said Imama was worried 
about her weight from the side effects 
of her medication. 

On June 18 she suffered a cardiac 
arrest and could not be resuscitated. 

In a medical report it revealed that 
Imama had taken six dinitrophenol 
tablets over 48 hours. The cause of 
death given was dinitrophenol fatality. 

Mr Siddique gave a conclusion of ac¬ 
cidental death due to taking the drug. 
He said: “This is an unlicensed slim¬ 
ming aid that is incredibly dangerous.” 


Historic church set for demolition 



DANGEROUS 

BUILDING 


St Luke’s Church in Cradley Heath is to be knocked down to create a green space 


WORK to tear down an historic 
church that has stood in the Black 
Country for 170 years has begun. 

Workmen have begun the process of 
demolishing St Luke’s Church in Cra¬ 
dley Heath. The High Street building 
is being razed for safety reasons. 

Crucial repairs to enable the build¬ 
ing to stay standing would have cost 
£750,000, which couldn’t be raised. 

The church closed in October 2014 
due to its declining condition. A new 
home has been found for the congre¬ 
gation at St John’s Church, Dudley 
Wood. 

Despite the demolition of St Luke’s, 
the footprint of the building will re¬ 
main and be turfed over to provide a 
community space where people can sit 
next to the graveyard. 

Archdeacon of Dudley Nikki 
Groarke said: “While it is always sad 
when a building has to be demolished 
for safety reasons, we know that in re¬ 
ality the church is the people, not the 
bricks and mortar. 

“The congregation of St Luke’s has 
joined with that of St John’s, and to¬ 
gether they are having a great impact 
on the local community.” 

Vicar of Dudley Wood and Cradley 
Heath, Alicia Baker, said: “People 
have obviously felt very sad to lose 
St Luke’s but have been very under¬ 
standing when the reasons have been 
explained. 

“Lots of people walk through the 
graveyard on their way to and from 
the town centre, so having the green 
space will make it a pleasant area for 
all.” 


Police officer 
honoured for 
resuscitation 

A BLACK Country police constable 
has been honoured after his actions 
gave a gravely ill woman extra time 
with her family. 

In February an elderly woman from 
Dudley activated her telecare button 
stating she was on the floor and not 
able to get up. Two telecare officers 
went to her house and could see her 
sitting on the floor and waving at 
them in distress but were unable to 
get access to the property. 

Police help was asked for and Pc 
Steven Dunn was sent to the home. 
He found the telecare workers already 
inside, as they had managed to get a 
spare set of keys from a neighbour. 

The woman appeared lifeless. Pc 
Dunn began performing CPR until 
paramedics arrived and together they 
tried to resuscitate the woman. They 
managed to regain a pulse before she 
was taken to hospital. 

It was later confirmed that had Pc 
Dunn not attempted CPR the lack 
of oxygen flow could have resorted 
in brain damage. Sadly the woman 
passed away a few days later. 

Pc Dunn was presented with a 
Royal Humane Society resuscitation 
certificate. 

Hospice is to benefit 
from nicest initiative 

MARY Stevens Hospice is to benefit 
from a nationwide scheme that aims 
to highlight the work of charities 
across the UK. 

The Stourbridge hospice will be 
supported by the latest The Nicest 
Job in Britain recruit. 

The not-for-profit initiative helps 
charities gain exposure using a na¬ 
tional philanthropy manager, who 
travels the country, working for a 
week at a time with for 40 charities 
in the UK, to promote their work for 
free. A hospice spokesman said: “This 
year, we’re very proud to say that 
we’ve been chosen out of thousands 
of entrants, as one of just 40 UK char¬ 
ities to be part of the scheme.” 



Donations and 

Local House Clearances 
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Hawthorn 

Windows 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3XB 

Tel: 0121 559 6320 


www.hawthorn-windows.co.uk 
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Call FREE on: 0800 566 8540 

www.mshtrading.co 




i w II ll — i 

llIklfB 




--I 


4 WE OFFER QUALITY UPVC 
WINDOWS AND DOORS AT 
QUAFITY PRICES W 


Why pay more? 

Deal direct with the owners, 
no salesmen, and see the difference 

Doors from £450 
Composite Doors form £630 
Conservatories from £4500 


WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 


Specialists in Door, Window, 
Porch and 

Conservatory Installations 
Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 
Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON 
ALLUPVC PRODUCTS 

Quality products at quality prices 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Faulty door locks and window 
hinges replaced 





































Gear up for the 
mega bike show 


COMPETITION 


WIN! Motorcycle Live, the 
UK’s biggest bike show re¬ 
turns to The NEC from No¬ 
vember 19-27 and we have 25 
pairs of tickets to give away. 

The all-inclusive Motorcycle Live 
ticket means that every live feature 
and event at the show will be abso¬ 
lutely FREE. That’s seven opportuni¬ 
ties to ride a bike, non-stop interactive 
entertainment, classic, custom and 
special anniversary displays, celebrity 
appearances and the incredible FMX 
Live Arena! 

More than 33 of the world’s leading 
motorcycle manufacturers will be 
showcasing, not only their existing 
models, but also their 2017 machinery 
for the first time in the UK. To book, 
call 0844 581 2345 or visit www. 
motorcyclelive.co.uk. 

Action 

Stunt rider extraordinaire and Team 
Green Ambassador, Lee Bowers, will 
be back at the show and performing 
throughout the week in his very own 
stunt arena. Freestyle Motocross 
makes a popular return as the godfa¬ 
thers of craziness ramp-up for what’s 
set to be the biggest, loudest and 
most insane show to ever hit one of 
Europe’s most successful Motorcycle 
shows. 

Presented by the owners of the 
ultra-awesome Monster Energy Arena- 
cross Tour (www.arenacrossuk.com), 
riders from across the globe are pre¬ 
paring for a whopping 24 shows of in¬ 
tensely choreographed action packed 
full of lights, lasers and LED - all 
fixed to a heart-pumping soundtrack. 
Situated in the FMX Live Arena, there’s 
just 2,000 seats available per show. 

The Eurosport Entertainment Zone, 
featuring the Black Horse Stage will 



Rev up ready for all the thrills of Motorcycle Live 


be the home of our resident hosts 
Steve Parrish and James Whitham. 
Each day there will be a whole host of 
riders and celebrities interviewed on 
the main stage, across a spectrum of 


BSB, WSB, Moto GP, Speedway, and 
TT disciplines. Riders will be on hand 
for signing sessions and photo oppor¬ 
tunities. To book, call 0844 581 2345 
or visit www.motorcyclelive.co.uk. 


Ad70R 

LIVE 2016 

nbc Birmingham 


HOW TO ENTER 

To stand a chance of winning a pair of 
tickets simply answer the question below. 

Who sponsors the main stage? 

a) White Horse 

b) Red Horse 

c) Black Horse 

Send entry on a postcard with your 
name, address and contact number to 
Motorcycle Live competition, Chronicle 
editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton, WV1 1ES. Closing date: Novem¬ 
ber 10. 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


l 



THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 


£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


PUBLIC 

NOTICE 



SALE NOW 


SAVE UP 
TO 75% 


Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm | Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Dining Table & 4 Chairs 
TO CLEAR 

£595 

Available in Acacia Wood 
Matching pieces also available 


f 


3 seater Sofa with 
2 Recliner Actions 



2 & 3 SEATERS TO CLEAR FROM AN AMAZING £295 

[Various Colours and Designs] 




JITES^BEDSoMATTRES 

ecfucecf to a fraction.oftheir 
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£H? 


UP TO £1,000 PART 
EXCHANGE FOR 
YOUR OLD SUITE 


Dreamworld w m m 

I (A mitU rc LARGE free car park 


SOFAS AND CHAIRS 
MADE TO ORDER - ANY SIZE 

FREE HOME DEUUERY 

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR 0U> RED 

LARGE SEIECRON OF FABRIC 
AND LEATHER SUITES 


Special offers for 
senior citizens 

If you can’t come to us 
we will come to you. 



Odd Bases & 
Mattresses 
To Clear 

from £69 


LUXURY 

4 DRAWER DIVAN 


NOW £295 


LARGE FREE CAR PARK 


m 
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Made to Measure 

Recliners and Riser Recliners Available 

Your chair, designed to fit you 

SMS 6EE01] 
1000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose from 
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Concern as 
figures for 
assaults on 
police rise 


Dead ringer for a deadly comedy 



Graham Morritt and Alex Long in lookalike comedy The Dead Ringer about a Prime Minister’s double 

STOURBRIDGE Theatre Company is busy preparing actor discovers that the PM’s death may not have been 
for its new political comedy, The Dead Ringer, which of natural causes. 

is due to hit the later this month at Stourbridge Town The play is written by Charles Ross and features a 
Hall. cast of seven. Tim French, chairman of Stourbridge 

Directed by Sandra Griswold, the play has similarities Theatre Company, said: “Rehearsals began in August, 
to Yes Prime Minister in that when a PM drops dead I think people will enjoy the show because it’s a great 
on the eve of the General Election, minister conspire to production and isn’t a heavy drama.” 
hire a lookalike, the ‘dead ringer’. The play is staged from November 24 to 26 with tick- 

But matters become even more complex when the ets on 0336663366 or from www.ticketsource.co.uk. 

Gas danger warning for 
people in rented homes 


ALMOST 600 West Midlands Po¬ 
lice officers have been assaulted 
on duty in the first nine months 
of this year, according to figures 
from the Police Federation. 

The alarming figures have 
prompted West Midlands Police 
Federation to call on the Govern¬ 
ment to get tough on those who 
attack police officers and other 
emergency service workers. 

The newly released figures, 
taken from the force’s health and 
safety statistics, show there were 
586 assaults on West Midlands 
officers in the nine months to the 
end of September this year. 

That compares with 428 as¬ 
saults in 2012, 483 in 2013, 524 
in 2014 and 611 in 2015. 

In the same period, officer 
numbers in the West Midlands 
reduced by around 2,000. 

West Midland Police Feder¬ 
ation’s interim chairman, Tom 
Cuddeford, said: “I am deeply 
concerned that a growing num¬ 
ber of people seem to think it’s 
acceptable to assault police of¬ 
ficers. 

“Police officers work in their 
communities, fighting and pre¬ 
venting crime, keeping order and 
protecting the vulnerable. 

“They should be respected 
for the role they undertake and 
sadly that respect seems to be 
lacking in some members of the 
public.” 


Legion Poppy dance 

LOWER Gornal branch of the 
Royal British Legion is holding 
its annual Poppy Dance tomor¬ 
row (Friday) at the RBL Club in 
Ruiton Street at 8pm with tick¬ 
ets costing £4.50. 


RENTERS in the West Mid¬ 
lands are most at risk from 
dangerous gas appliances, 
a new survey has found. 

A total of 27 per cent of rent¬ 
ed accommodation in the region 
were found to have unsafe gas 
appliances. 

Now Gas Safe Register, who un¬ 
dertook the survey, is urging home- 


owners, landlords and renters to 
understand where responsibility lies 
when it comes to gas safety. Other 
figures show that some 17 per cent of 
renters in the West Midlands are un¬ 
aware their boiler should be safety 
checked annually, and half of these 
do not think their boiler has been 
inspected this year. 

Jonathan Samuel, of Gas Safe 
Register, said: “Gas safety can be a 
matter of life or death. The findings 


from the 7,839 inspections carried 
out by our team in the West Mid¬ 
lands over the last five years show 
us that more unsafe appliances have 
been found in rented accommoda¬ 
tion in this region than in any other 
part of the UK.” 

To find a Gas Safe registered en¬ 
gineer call 0800 408 5500 or visit 
www.GasSafeRegister.co.uk - if you 
think there is a gas leak, call free gas 
emergency number 0800 111 999. 
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10-13 Nov 2016 


26 & 27 Nov 2017 


• GENTINGARENA.CO.UK » BARCLAYCARDARENA.CO.uk ^ theticketfactory.com® 


JOHN T. HARRIS 


Q&herforne 

C V . 

Stockist of chairs to 
make sitting and 
rising easier 

•Divan Beds 
•Bed Frames 

Recliner Chairs •Mattresses 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 


HOUSE FURNISHERS 
& RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICE 





Ortho Chairs 


Now open Saturday 
10am-2pm, Weekdays 
10am-4.00pm, Closed all day 
Thursday* Private car park 



BRIDGNORTH STATION 

Building for the Future 
SHARE OFFER 


■AM * 


Help secure our unique heritage 
for future generations. 

We have just launched our Share Offer to help fund transformative 
works at Bridgnorth Station. 

2.5 million shares are available at a price of £1 each and proceeds will 
support ambitious plans to deliver much-improved visitor facilities whilst 
conserving and enhancing the architectural integrity of the line’s main 
destination station. 

Your investment will play a vital role in preserving precious memories of 
the past, whilst building for the future. 

To find out more or register your interest go to: 

svr.co.uk/shareoffer or call 01562 757900 


n Severn Valley Railway 
Official Site 

@svrofficialsite 




PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 

©33 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon ■ Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am ■ 1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 




NEW SCOOTERS from £595 
USED SCOOTERS from £300 
RISER RECLINERS from £495 
STAIRLIFTSfrom £1,100 
WHEELCHAIRS from £99 


Showroom: 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4BS or call 
OQ>l 07Q0C0 OPEN MON-SAT 
V1 w04 O # free PARKING at rear 
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Lucky Bud - now you ain't 
nothing but a honied dog! 


HE became known as Battersea 
Dogs & Cats Home’s unluckiest dog 
but Greyhound cross Bud finally has 
a new home with a Kingswinford 
family. 

Bud had been trying to sniff out a 
loving family for nearly three years 
- and now his tail will be well and 
truly wagging. 

Finally, his luck changed for the 
better when he was rehomed by the 
Corns family, who spotted him on 
ITV series Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs. 

Ian Corns and his family, who live 
on Ketley Road, answered Paul’s 
personal plea on the programme for 
a home for Bud, who is the charity’s 
longest-stay dog. having been with 
them for more than a thousand days. 
The average stay at Battersea for a 
dog is 30 days. 

New owner Ian said: “When I saw 


Bud on the Battersea programme 
I couldn’t stop looking at him. His 
character shone through and he re¬ 
minded me so much of our old col- 
lie-cross Rune.” 

Due to the popularity of the TV 
programme, Ian had expected Bud 
would have already been adopted by 
the time they called. But he wasn’t 
barking up the wrong tree. 

He was delighted to discover Bud 
was still available, and after the fam¬ 
ily went to meet the dog it was clear 
thatthey were the ones the lonely 
mutt had been waiting for, and their 
application was successful. 

The seven-year-old dog has now 
moved into his new home and is al¬ 
ready very much part of the family. 

Ian added: “When we lost our col¬ 
lie Rune in January, it felt like a part 
of the family was missing. Now we 
have Bud it’s complete again.” 



Bud with his new owners from Kingswinford, Ian Corns and his daughters Eleanor and Abigail 


Having a ball with 
Bob for the Staffies 

ROOM for 1 More Stafford Rescue is a Stourbridge-based 
charity that come to the aid of Staffordshire Bull Terri¬ 
ers who are facing death. 

Totally funded by donations, the charity is looking to 
boost funds for the winter by holding a ball on November 
19 at Hagley Golf and Country Club. 

The charity’s Jude Morgan said: “During the winter 
months we cannot do outside events so the ball will help 
us in kennel fees and food for the dogs in our care - and 
to help us save more who, without us, will be put to 
sleep.” 

Guest 

Special guest at the fundraiser will be West Bromwich 
Albion football legend Bob Taylor, who will be availa¬ 
ble for photographs. There will be raffles and an auction 
with a signed Albion football up for grabs. 

Email jude.frlm@gmail for more information. 


Pervert had 
tried to lure 
girls into 

his BMW 

A MAN has been found guilty of trying to 
lure schoolgirls into his car during incidents 
across the Black Country - approaching two 
at a popular shopping centre. 

A jury at Wolverhampton Crown Court last week 
found Shawn Jones guilty of four charges of at¬ 
tempted abduction with intent to commit a sexual 
offence. He had denied all charges. 

The 45-year-old, from Nor wood Wood, in Brierley Hill, 
had approached two teen- 1 


agers outside a KFC res¬ 
taurant at the Merry Hill 
shopping centre last sum¬ 
mer before trying to get 
them into his BMW. 

One of the victims told a 
court she thought that she 
might be raped after Jones 
told the girls, aged 13 and 
14 at the time of the offence, 
that he loved them. 

They had been left in a 
car outside the restaurant 
after a friend and her grand¬ 
father had gone inside to get 
food for them all on June 20, 
2015. 

One of the girls told Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court 
earlier this week that she 
had taken her seatbelt off 
and moved position because 
she was so scared of what 
Jones might do. 

Jones admitted speak¬ 
ing to the girls but claimed 
he had just told them to 
stop giggling and that they 
should ‘behave’. 

Singing 

He also told police hat he 
had been singing along with 
his car radio and talking to 
a friend about a night out 
when the girls said he was 
intimidating them. 

Jones committed the of¬ 
fence outside KFC while 
he was on police bail after 
being charged over two ear¬ 
lier incidents which had in¬ 
volved him talking to young 
girls while sat in his car. 
These were in January and 
April last year. 

On January 15, 2015, 
he was found to have ap¬ 
proached a 14-year-old girl 
who was walking in the 
Kates Hill area of Dudley. 
He approached in his car 
and told the girl that she 



Shawn Jones - guilty 

was beautiful before offer¬ 
ing to drive her around in 
his car. 

And on April 14, 2015, 
he parked up and told a 
12-year-old girl in Slade 
Road, Cradley, that she was 
‘good looking’ and asked 
her if she wanted to ‘go for 
a ride’. 

When shown CCTV 
footage from that day, 
Jones said he was not sure 
whether the car in the video 
was his BMW. 

However, the number 
plate had been jotted down 
by the victims and reported 
to police. 

Prosecutor Mr Simon 
Phillips said: “He was sex¬ 
ually interested in the girls 
because of what he said to 
them. 

“He wanted to take them 
away, to detain them and 
commit some sort of sexual 
offence. 

“At the very least he at¬ 
tempted to abduct them for 
an unknown purpose.” 

Jones will now be put on 
the Sex Offenders Register 
and will be sentenced at a 
hearing held within the next 
month. He was remanded 
in custody. 


Winter helpline returns 

A SCHEME which helps keep more than 800 residents 
warm has been re-launched in Dudley for the winter. 

The scheme is managed by Dudley Council, aiming to 
help people struggling to keep their homes warm during 
winter months. 

Practical support, information and advice is provided via 
the winter warmth helpline on (01384) 817086. 
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SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE RE-ORGANISATION 



To make way for customer 
pre-Christmas deliveries and our 
new 20 T7 furniture ranges, we're 
clearing large quantities of surplus 
lounge, leather, living & bedroom 
furniture, including beds'” 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY! 


SAVE UP TO 75%! SOME AT COST PRICE... OR LESS! AIL STOCK 



Alvin M Baker 


Vbandi liPMMC Mn&m MyuV rauch | | IMM Q U s V/ADE 


CLEARANCE 

£1499 


CLEARANCE 

£1360 


I CLEARANCE I 


ALSTONS BURFORD 


chair in gold velvet fabric 

58% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £3559 Save £2060 


| WELBECK HOUSE SL0ANE 

Classic large and small sofas, 
chair & scatters in contemporary fabrics 

OVER 60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £3409 Save £2049 


BOUYANT CHARLESTON 

O-WSBUCHA-MODOII contemporary 
comer group in Aero silver fabric 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE TO CLEAR! 

Was £1499 Save £800 


CLEARANCE 

£2299 


CLEARANCE 

8 




WADECAMELOT 

Classical large sofa, 2 x wing chairs & scatters 

OVER 60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £5899 Save £3600 


ROM DELTA 

Contemporary accent chair & stool set 
in Bella pink fabric 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £933 Save £695 


TCS CAMILLE 

Model 0-WSTCCAM-CHA001 
Manual reclining chair in IT brown leather 

62% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £969 Save £600 


HTLLUGANO 

0-WSHTLUG-SOF024 2 seater sofa 
in CAT25 brown leather 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1449 Save £870 


BARDI MONZA 

Large sofa, small sofa & chair 
in luxurious real Italian grey leather 

56% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £5219 Save £2920 


BOUYANTFERNDALE 

Large sofa, small sofa & chair 
in Performance (faux) Leather - colour stone 

56% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2849 Save £1600 


ESSENTIALS CASPER 

Contemporary small sofa in brown faux leather 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £899 Save £674 


CLEARANCE | | CLEARANCE 

£369 


CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 

£579 £2399 


CLEARANCE 

£2299 


CLEARANCE 

£1249 

CLEARANCE 

£225 


CLEARANCE 

£249 


CLEARANCE 

£136 


CLEARANCE 

£519 


FURNITURE ORIGINS BALMORAL 

Classically French-styled light oak 
extending aining table & 4 fabric chairs 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1599 Save £1200 


CHAMBRAY OAK 

Complete 8 item dining display - Monastery style 
dining table, 6 x chairs & display unit 

56% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £5519 Save £3120 


MARK WEBSTER NEWARK 

Model 0-WSMWNEW-CAB001 
tall dark finish bookcase 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £619 Save £370 


BAKER GER0NA 


75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £549 Save £413 


VEZELAY OAK 

Model 0-WSCAVES-CAB003 
rustic tall glazed display cabinet 

62% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1379 Save £860 


KINGSTOWN ARIZONA 

Model AZRD1251 2 drawer bedside chest 
Swiss elm effect carcase grey draw fronts 

67% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £249 Save £200 


RAUCH MONTEREY 

Model O-WSRAMON-ROBOO8 
226 cm 5 door robe with centre mirror door 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £719 Save £432 


MI-BED MAJESTIC 

Model 0-WSFRMAJ-FRA001 
luxury double bed-frame (135cm) 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE TO CLEAR! 

Was £1169 Save £600 


MYER’S MY SILKY 

Model 0-WMYSIL-BED007 
double (135cm) divan set inc. headbaoard 

OVER 56% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1069 Save £600 


SILENTNIGHT CLASSIC 

Model 0-WSSICLA-BED008 
Miracoil double (135 cm) storage divan 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE TO CLEAR! 

Was £649 Save £350 



CLEARANCE 

£287 


CLEARANCE 

£569 


CLEARANCE 

£469 



In your home for Christmas, plus MASSIVE DISCOUNTS available on all special order items! § 


Level Street 


3 DAYS ONLY 

Merry Hill, Dudley 

^MLLIAM&SONS 

Friday l0-5.30pm 

West Midlands 

DY5 1UA 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

Saturday 10-6pm 

T. 01384 77444 

All offers are subject to availability. Items for pre-Christmas delivery clearly marked in-store. E81OE 

Sunday 11-5pm 
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Wolverhampton protesters backing Enoch Powell’s right to voice his concerns How the famous speech was covered by the Express & Star Protesters out on the streets during the ensuing racial tensions of the late 1960s 



Former Wolverhampton Conservative MP, Enoch Powell 



A picture of the MP during a trip on the bus in the town 


How Powell's Rivers of Blood speech 
whipped up divisive storm in town 


AS new play starts its run in Bir¬ 
mingham, exploring the link be¬ 
tween a former Express & Star 
editor and Enoch Powell’s ‘rivers 
of blood’ speech, we take a look 
through the archives. 

The Tory MP’s views on mass immigra¬ 
tion were already making headlines before 
he gave his now notorious address which 
was to unleash a political storm. 

In the late 1960s Wolverhampton had ab¬ 
sorbed a large influx of immigrants, mainly 
West Indians and Kenyan Asians, and there 
were increasing fears of racial tension in 
the town. Mr Powell spoke out about this 
immigration, particularly the numbers of 
children arriving and the impact he be¬ 
lieved it was having on schools. 

At the time, it was reported that immi¬ 
grant children were arriving at the rate of 
25 to 30 a week. But on February 12, 1968, 
the MP for Wolverhampton South-West was 
criticised by the National Union of Teach¬ 
ers for ‘over-elaborating’ the numbers of 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Heather Large 


immigrant children in Wolverhampton 
schools and ‘making a bad situation worse’. 

Mr Powell had spoken to the Walsall Con¬ 
servatives and told how an MP colleague 
was ‘dumbfounded’ when he told him of a 
constituent whose daughter was now the 
only white child in her class. 

In response, the NUT said it knew of no 
school with only one white child in a class 
and Mr Powell was accused by its spokes¬ 
man of elaborating to make his point. 

Discrimination 

Powell refused to identify the school 
when later asked by reporters. 

Immigration was becoming a hot topic 
because the Government was preparing its 
Race Relations Bill which would prohibit 
discrimination on the grounds of race in 
certain areas, particularly housing, where 


many local authorities had been refusing to 
provide houses for immigrant families until 
they had lived in the country for a certain 
number of years. 

But Mr Powell was ‘going to great pains’ 
to highlight what he believed was a growing 
problem of mass immigration. On February 
17, 1968, the Express & Star ran the views 
of Mr Powell’s fellow MPs across the Mid¬ 
lands. 

Many agreed he was correct to make a 
stance, some said it was only fair to control 
future immigration to help those who are 
were already living in the UK settle in and 
believed the current levels of immigration 
should not be sustained. 

Labour MP for Rowley Regis and Tipton 
Peter Archer said: “We live in an over¬ 
crowded island. 

“We shall have to consider seriously some 
greater restrictions but this should not dis¬ 
tinguish on grounds of race or colour.” 

Others were a bit more reserved. Julian 
Snow, MP for Lichfield and Tamworth 
and parliamentary secretary, said: “I am 


fully sensitive to the pressures on schools 
and housing, but I think the public should 
guard against being panicked into precipi¬ 
tate action.” 

On Saturday, April 20, 1968, 16 days 
after the assassination of Martin Luther 
King, Mr Powell delivered his now famous 
speech. He tipped off Express & Star editor 
Clem Jones that he was going to make an 
address, which he expected to be explosive. 
He had asked for advice on how to get the 
best possibly publicity for his speeches and 
had chosen a Saturday afternoon. 

As he spoke, he warned of an inflow of 
‘dependants’ and said it was like watching 
a nation ‘busily engaged in heaping up its 
own funeral pyre’. Calling for an immedi¬ 
ate reduction in immigration, he said: “We 
must be mad, literally mad, as a nation 
to be permitting the annual flow of some 
50,000 dependents.” 

* What Shadows, starring Ian McDermid 
as Enoch Powell and George Costigan as 
Clem Jones, is at Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre until November 12. 


HASBURY WINDOWS Lid. 

l ^ -Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE I ^ u ^ o c u 0 r ^ih d ^ e ave ' from Dudley, Halesowen 


INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 



42nd Street, Aladdin, An American in Paris, 
Beautiful, Dreamgirls, Half a Sixpence, 
Jersey Boys, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, 
Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the 
Opera, School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, 
The Lion King, Wicked and more...! 




6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

'oYoYo 

...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 

"We will Beat ANY 
Genuine Written Quote 11 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY | VALUE I SERVICE - 

SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your j 
new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures until July 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 


It UZl 0 to be 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 
0121 421 2104 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


© b ' f S’ h £149 


t .95pp 


Quote Code: View product online at 
AEQ698 www.omega-holidays.com 


NOW 

INCLUDING 






Mm 


TO CHOOSE FROM 



London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures until August 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 

^^ b *,S’ h £159^ 


Quote Code: 

DVX821 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com ¥XS2 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

CAMDEN 


nn r^r\ nn 
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For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 519414 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


















































































Tributes paid as war 
veteran dies aged 90 



Gordon Willetts from Dudley of the Worcesters & 
Forresters Association, who has died aged 90 

TRIBUTES have been paid to an influential military veter¬ 
an from the Black Country who has died aged 90 following 
a period of ill-health. 

Gordon Willetts was secretary of the Dudley branch of 
the Worcester and Sherwood Forester Regiment Associa¬ 
tion. He leaves behind a wife, three children, six grandchil¬ 
dren and six great-grandchildren. 

The Mayor of Dudley, Councillor Mohammed Hanif, paid 
tribute to the veteran, who served in the Worcestershire 
Regiment and was an influential figure in Dudley borough. 

Councillor Hanif said Mr Willetts was ‘admired and re¬ 
spected by all’. 

He added: “It is with great sadness to hear that Gordon 
had recently been unwell and passed away last week. 

“Gordon was a true gentleman who worked tirelessly for 
many years to support the efforts of those that had served 
in conflict - both past and present. He was a great friend to 
the council and someone that was admired and respected 
by all those who worked with him. He dedicated many 
hours of his time to support civic and community events.” 


Frustration 
at delay to 
revamp of 
bus station 


DUDLEY’S development boss says he is frus¬ 
trated over a lack of progress on a planned 
revamp of the town’s bus station. 

It was revealed earlier this year that improvements to 
the station, as part of a wider £9 million scheme to boost 
public transport, had been put on hold. 


Dudley Council’s head 
of regeneration Khurshid 
Ahmed said there was ‘pres¬ 
sure’ on transport bosses 
at the new West Midlands 
Combined Authority to 
come with a plan that can 
be delivered as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 

The combined authority 
has taken over the role of 
Centro, which previously 
managed public transport in 
the West Midlands and had 
been involved in the bus sta¬ 
tion scheme. 

Council chiefs are desper¬ 
ate to modernise the bus 
station. 

The bus station at Fisher 
Street is due to be modern¬ 
ised and extended while 
buses are also due to be 
upgraded to feature leather 
seats, wi-fi connections and 
charging points for mobile 
phones and tablets. 

Uncertainty over the fu¬ 
ture of the Cavendish House 
office block and plans to link 


By Richard Guttrid ge 

the Midland Metro with 
Dudley has also contributed 
to holding the scheme up. 

However, Councillor 
Ahmed said the Metro ex¬ 
tension should not be used 
as an ‘excuse’ not to start 
work on the bus station. 

He said discussions were 
planned with transport 
bosses to try to take the 
plans forward. 

He said: “It has got to 
start moving. The pressure 
is on (the combined author¬ 
ity) to come up with some¬ 
thing that is fit for purpose, 
which we have been de¬ 
prived of for many years.” 

Pete Bond, director 
of transport services at 
Transport for West Mid¬ 
lands, said: “This has to be 
a scheme that doesn’t just 
work for now, but works for 
the future growth strategy 
of Dudley.” 



CLEARANCE SALE 

Brintons Axminster.£16.95 sq. yd. 

Sensations heathers.£12.95 sq. yd. 

Wiltons Heavy Domestic.£9.95 sq. yd. 

Majestic Saxony Stainfree.£9.95 sq. yd. 

tapollo +.£6.95 sq. yd 

[Vinyls ..£7.95 sq. yd. 

[C arel Free, Felt Back.£3.95 sq. yd. 

Plus many more great offers Instore 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 200 PART ROLLS WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the Midlands 
with the best selection, the best fitters, and are NEVER 
undercut on price 

4 no/ A » end rolls ■ 

r pg lUvoorr 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 
Closed Wednesdays 

Church Street, Brierley Hill 



(*First week of sale only) 


OI 384 76448 
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Guess what is the biggest 
preventable cause of cancer 
after smoking. 


cruk.org.uk/getthefacts 



CANCER 

RESEARCH 

UK 


Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) 
and the Isle of Man (1103). © Cancer Research UK 2016. 


BEARWOOD VETERINARY 


CLINIC 


Supercali-fragilisticexpi- 


halitosis? 


Badbreatl 


could be a sign of dental disease. 


Autumn dental offer!" 


Scale & Polish 
Cats H& Dogs 


1-2 Lightwoods Road, Bearwood 
Birmingham, B67 5AY 




A 




m ftMhjf i 

BOOK NOW. 


r 


bearwoodvets.co,uk 


Terms and conditions - offer does not include any tooth extractions or pain 
relief. Offer valid Oct 1st - Dec 31st 2016, 
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Malcolm Palmer, aged 81, of Gornal, performed with his ukulele Dance group Remedy from West Bromwich, with choreographer Emily Welborn 


Researchers for the show Beth Millard and Conny Batho 


Performers put talent to the test 


SOME of the Black Country’s most 
talented people took to the stage 
to impress the judges at Britain’s 
Got Talent regional auditions. 

The auditions were held at Brierley 
Hill Civic Hall on Bank Street, where 
hundreds of people flocked to show what 
they could do. 

Not only did dancers, singers, musicians 
and the more unusual acts tread the boards 
in front of researchers for ITV’s hit show, but 


dozens of people spent the day watching the 
acts perform. 

One such group that showed they had all 
the right moves was West Bromwich based 
dance troupe Remedy. 

Medley 

The four-piece girl group has only been to¬ 
gether for two years, but delivered an impres¬ 
sive performance of street dance to a medley 
of hip hop and R&B tracks. 

Speaking after their performance, Emily 
Welborn, aged 22, who choreographed the 


Report by Jessica Labhart 


piece said: “We were really scared before we 
got on stage, but as soon as we were there, the 
time seemed to fly. 

“We didn’t make any mistakes, and we just 
love dancing together.” 

One of the judges of the regional auditions 
was Beth Millard, aged 24, who now lives in 
London, but is from Coseley. 

She said: “We have some some really fan¬ 
tastic acts here, from dancers, singers to some 


quite surprising acts. It’s great doing these 
smaller regional auditions because you really 
get to see how talented people are and get to 
know them and what they’re about.” 

Oldest 

Also in the line-up was 81-year-old Malcolm 
Palmer of Gornal, who performed a rendition 
of Jimmy Perry’s ‘Who do you think you are 
kidding Mr Hitler.’ 

Malcolm said: “I think I may be the oldest 
person here. But I really enjoy getting up on 
stage in front of people and playing my uku¬ 


lele. This is my fourth audition for the show, 
so I hope I get through to the next round.” 

Sisters Sophie Harris aged 17 and Daisy 
Harris aged 11 of Pesnett also attended the 
auditions. Sophie auditioned on her own, per¬ 
forming her own song ‘Look Up’ whilst little 
sister Daisy performed the Christina Perri 
song ‘Jar of Hearts’ with friend Katie Withers, 
aged 11 of Kingswinford. 

“The dream is to become a professional mu¬ 
sician,” Sophie said, “so maybe this will help 
me on the way, everyone’s got to start some¬ 
where!” 




Quote Code: RFL198 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Slackers 
need not 

. apply. 


cX 


EB 


We are currently recruiting people in 
your area to deliver your free newspaper, 
magazines and Advertising Leaflets 


Express 

L> 


Simply ring 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn 
some extra cash, contact us with: 


Your Name, Address 
& Telephone Number 

or email 


Star^TraveL 
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Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen 
and Stourbridge 


CHRISTMAS AT 

DOWNTON 

AND BATH’S 
FESTIVE MARKET 

Departing Friday 9 December 2016 

Book now to get two festive favourites in 
one feast of a weekend! Downton Abbey 
wearing its sparkly Christmas mantle, and 
the magnificent city of Bath all decked out in 
full seasonal glory. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within the 
Reading/Wiltshire area with 3-course dinner and 
full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to Downton Abbey 

✓ Free time at Bath’s Christmas Markets 


2 days, by coach 


Only £139 


95pp 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 519414 


































imp's the driving force 
for digital workshop 


A DIGITAL masterclass was given 
by Google staff to Black Country 
businesses and young entrepre¬ 
neurs. 

Experts from Google brought 
their Digital Garage to Dudley Col¬ 
lege, after being invited by Dudley 
North MP Ian Austin. 

The internet giant’s Digital Ga¬ 
rage project is a commitment to pro¬ 
vide digital skills training to 200,000 
small businesses across the UK by 
the end of 2016. After meeting with 
members of Google’s team in Lon¬ 
don, Mr Austin arranged for them to 
share their knowledge at the event 
hosted by Dudley College. 

Google’s lead digital trainer Ade 
Bamgbala shared advice on how 
firms can use the internet to their 
benefit. 

Mr Austin said: “With the way 
things are going if we want to at¬ 


tract more investors and companies 
to the Black Country then these are 
the skills that are growing and that 
the hi-tech industries need.” 

Alongside representatives from 
local firms, the Google workshop was 
attended by some of the college’s 
business students. 

Delighted 

“It was great to see them there 
too, and we are hoping to arrange 
for some of the young people to come 
down to Google’s campus in East 
London.” 

Debbie Goode, Dudley College’s 
assistant principal marketing & 
business development, added: “We 
were delighted to host this event. 

“These students attended the 
Google masterclass because these 
skills will help them as they look to 
create their own businesses.” 



Ian Austin, right, with Ade Bamgbala, Google lead digital trainer, and Business Connector Andy Mullaney 


Second City derby 
brings 14 arrests 

FOURTEEN arrests were made in the derby between 
Birmingham City and Aston Villa on Sunday afternoon. 

Raids linked to suspected football-related drugs of¬ 
fences were carried out pre-match at three addresses 
and a 22-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of pos¬ 
session of cannabis. 

There were 14 arrests made by West Midlands Police 
for a range of offences including violent disorder, pitch 
encroachment and affray. 

Police said there were ‘pockets’ of minor disorder and 
officers have launched an investigation after flares were 
thrown inside the ground. 

Match commander chief inspector Nick Rowe, said: 
“There has been a lot of planning in preparation for this 
fixture and we are pleased the majority of supporters 
were able to enjoy the game in a safe environment. 

“Overall there was a fantastic atmosphere. The major¬ 
ity of fans embraced the feel-good factor of the day and 
were well-behaved. It was disappointing to have some 
disorder but we were able to react quickly and make ar¬ 
rests.” 


National 
Trust plans 
to double 
its curators 


THE National Trust has pledged to double 
the number of curators it employs at its 
properties after it was accused of neglecting 
their heritage. 

Director general Dame Helen Ghosh announced 
it will increase the number of curators from 36 to 
around 65 full time staff over the next two years. 

The conservation charity was this week taking over the 


management of Shugbor- 
ough Hall and already looks 
after Wightwick Manor and 
Moseley Old Hall in Wol¬ 
verhampton, Kinver Edge 
and the Rock Houses and 
the Clent Hills, near Stour¬ 
bridge. 

It now plans to invest 
more in ‘curatorial excel¬ 
lence’ than at any time in 
its history. 

Dumbing 

But it comes after the 
trust had previously been 
criticised for dumbing 
down its properties after 
Dame Helen said its historic 
houses contained too much 
‘stuff. 

Last year, she said she be¬ 
lieved its displays needed to 
be simplified to make them 
more appealing to visitors. 

At the time Sir Roy 
Strong, former director of 
the Victoria & Albert Mu¬ 
seum criticised the move, 
saying: “Under her leader¬ 
ship, the shift down market 
has accelerated.” 

But now the trust has 
announced plans for a new 
executive role which will 
‘champion curatorial ex¬ 
cellence and deliver excep¬ 
tional visitor experience’. 
Dame Helen said they would 
be tasked with providing ex- 


By Heather Large 

periences that ‘move, teach 
and inspire’ visitors to its 
sites including the 300 his¬ 
tories properties in its care. 

“We have many curators 
in the trust who combine 
deep knowledge of places 
and collections with flair 
and imagination in how they 
are presented to visitors. 
But we need more of them,” 
she said. 

“The new role of director 
of curation and experience is 
a critical one for the trust; 
it will help to marry high 
standards of scholarship 
and research with a com¬ 
pelling, inspiring and enjoy¬ 
able experience for all our 
visitors.” 

Sandy Nairne CBE, for¬ 
mer director of the National 
Portrait Gallery and one of 
the trust’s board of trustees 
said: “This new senior role 
is a clear sign of the Na¬ 
tional Trust’s commitment 
to put inspirational curator- 
ship at the heart of how it 
cares for and interprets its 
places.” 

The National Trust 
also looks after more than 
250,000 hectares of coun¬ 
tryside and 775 miles of 
coastline 


Shedding light on 
heritage of canals 


A CANAL tunnel and limestone mines will be the focus of a 
Festival of Light for the first time this weekend. 

The Dudley Canal Trust is inviting visitors to join them 
on Saturday for a 30-minute boat trip. 

The festival is being supported by the Celebrate pro¬ 
gramme of the Big Lottery Fund. 

Visitors will be able to journey underground to discover 
the Dudley illuminated caverns to celebrate the Black 
Country’s industrial heritage. 

Music and light will combine in the tunnels and mines 
during the boat trips. 

Sarah Fellows, heritage activities officer at the Dudley 
Canal Trust, said: “We are very excited to be holding our 
first ever Festival of Light.” 

Boats will depart every half hour from 10.30am to 3pm. 
No booking will be necessary with visitors allocated seats 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 


ft 


BATHROOM & PLUMBING STORES 


HUGE RANGE OF BATHROOMS GLOSS WHITE BATHROOM FURNITURE 



BOILERS MM E330+UAT 


- I 



HUGE SELECTION OF KITCHENS 




450 VANITY 
UNIT/BASIN 

RRP £130 


CLEARANCE 
ONLY £52 


550 VANITY 
UNIT/BASIN 

RRP £142 


CLEARANCE 
ONLY £55 


650 VANITY 
UNIT/BASIN 

RRP £179 


CLEARANCE 
ONLY £72 


750 VANITY 
UNIT/BASIN 

RRP £240 


CLEARANCE 
ONLY £109 


850 VANITY 
UNIT/BASIN 

RRP £272 


CLEARANCE 
ONLY £115 


500 W/C UNIT COMPLETE 
WITH PAN,CISTERN AND 
SOFT CLOSE SEAT 

RRP £296 


CLEARANCE 
ONLY £125 


BRIERLEY HILL BRANCH 
UNITS 11/12 MOUNT PLEASANT 
QUARRY BANK, BRIERLEY HILL DY5 2YS 
01384 74949 


OPENING HOURS 

7.30 AM-5.00 PM MON-FRI 
8.00 AM-5.00 PM SATURDAY 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 


AMPLE PARKING 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
SPECIALIST ADVICE 
HUGE STOCKS 
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i6 Gqrdening 

Quirky gift 
ideas which 
help protect 
our wildlife 

WILDLIFE charity People’s Trust for En¬ 
dangered Species (PTES) has released 
its Christmas gift catalogue, which show¬ 
cases a variety of quirky and creative gift 
ideas that will help the most endangered 
wildlife across the UK and internationally. 

This year, new additions include fox-shaped 
cookie cutters and wildlife-themed ice cube trays 
- perfect for sweet treats and celebratory drinks 
throughout the festive season. 

There are gifts to suit all budgets and interests, from 
household items to supporting conservation projects. 

£10 could provide enough food for a newly released 
dormouse couple until they can fend for themselves, 
£18 could help support the coppicing of hazel trees to 
ensure there’s enough hazelnuts for red squirrels and 
dormice so they can fatten up 
for winter. 

£30 could help PTES to 
train forest managers in In¬ 
donesia to understand how to 
help save the Bornean orang¬ 
utan. 

The full range of wildlife 
gifts, ideal for any wildlife en¬ 
thusiast, can be viewed and 
purchased online at www.ptes. 
org/shop 

All the profits go directly to 
help wildlife both across the 
UK and internationally. 

Gifts of Nature (prices 
range from £10 - £100) 

PTES has some unique gift ideas in their Gifts of 
Nature range. 100 per cent of the money raised will 
help save endangered species worldwide. Gift options 
include: 

• Honeymoon hamper: providing newly released 
dormice with food until they can fend for themselves 
in the wild 

• Gardener’s friend: encouraging the public to cre¬ 
ate hedgehog holes and connect their gardens to form 
Hedgehog Highways 

• Fighting for survival: educating more people in the 
conservation of stag beetles 

• Winter wonderland: supporting coppicing practices 
in ancient woodland to help species such as red squir¬ 
rels and hazel dormice through winter and spring 

• Location, location, re-location: relocating the rare 
pine marten from Scotland to a new lush woodland 
home in Wales 

• Tails of the riverbank: helping save water voles in 
the UK and boost their numbers by improving their 
riverbank homes 

• Passage to India: working 
with villagers in India to plan 
agricultural work around el¬ 
ephant migratory routes & 
promoting alternative forms 
of livelihood 

• Save orang-utan forest: 
training forest managers in 
Indonesia to help protect the 
Bornean orang-utan from ex¬ 
tinction 

• Snow leopard patrol: cre¬ 
ating new patrol zones across 
Mongolia so more snow leop¬ 
ards can roam free 

• Funky gibbon: training 
forest rangers to monitor and 

report illegal poaching of western hoolock gibbons and 
educating communities to respect this species 

Wildlife Guides & Publications 

For a comprehensive understanding of Britain’s 
mammals in both the countryside and urban environ¬ 
ments, PTES has two concise guides so you can find out 
more about the wildlife living on your doorstep. Urban 
Mammals: A Concise Guide and Britain’s Mammals: 
A Concise Guide and are priced at £9.99 each or both 
for £15. 

Animal Ink Cards 

Choose from: hare, hedgehog, otter, red squirrel, 
badger or dormouse cards which are blank inside so 
you can personalise your message. Size 14 x 14cm on 
recycled card with a brown recycled paper envelope. 
Individually packaged and £2.50 each or £12.50 for a 
set of six. 

Native Wildlife Tea Towels 

Choose from Animal Ink - beautifully drawn na¬ 
tive wildlife, or Collective Nouns including a prickle 
of hedgehogs! These tea towels are printed by hand in 
England and made from 100% unbleached cotton and 
£9 each or £16 for both. 

Collective Noun Coasters 

Choose from: a trip of hares, a romp of otters and 
a scurry of squirrels among others. Made in Britain, 
these quirky coasters are wipeable with a heat resist¬ 
ant matt vinyl print made from eucalyptus hardboard, 
and are priced at £3 each or 6 for £15. 





There’s a hypericum for most situations, deciduous or evergreen 


Ideal choice to brighten 
up your rock gardens 

BEST OF THE BUNCH - Hypericum to be genetically undersized varieties, but you 


THIS stalwart shrub produces bright yellow 
flowers throughout summer, followed by berries, 
depending on the variety. 

There’s a hypericum for most situations. The 
larger types look great in a border, the smaller 
ones will brighten up a rock garden, and you can 
get both evergreen and deciduous species which 
provide lovely autumn colour. Certain types will 
also bear berries. H. androsaemum (Tutsan), for 
instance, a bushy, deciduous shrub which grows 
up to 75cm tall, produces red berries which ripen 
to black in autumn. Larger shrubs prefer moist 
but well-drained soil in sun or partial shade, 
while the smaller rock garden types prefer full 
sun and good draining. Trim them in spring 
to keep them neat or cut the larger deciduous 
types back hard in early spring to contain their 
growth. 

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT - Baby vegetables 

SO many of these are sold in supermarkets - 
from baby leeks and miniature courgettes to 
dwarf carrots and sweetcorn - but you can’t 
beat growing your own. 

Some of the shop-bought types have been bred 


can grow standard types closer together and 
harvest them earlier. Quick-maturing varieties 
include early carrots such as Amsterdam Forc¬ 
ing and turnips like Snowball. Leeks like Jolant 
can be grown in close rows and pulled after 12 
weeks, or you could leave them in the ground to 
become larger, more standard sizes. As a general 
rule, grow baby vegetables closer together than 
you would ordinary varieties, although cour¬ 
gettes and sweetcorn will need to be given more 
space to grow. Thin carrots, beetroot and tur¬ 
nips, leaving them 3cm apart. Space cabbage and 
lettuce 15cm apart. Baby veg need humus-rich 
soil, thorough watering and regular feeding but 
can do well in pots and tiny beds. 

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK 

1. Check your greenhouse thermometer reg¬ 
ularly and if the minimum temperature has 
dropped below 3-4C (38-40F) overnight, you may 
need to turn it up a little. 

2. Check stored fruits every week and use 
them as fast as you can. Remove any showing 
signs of mould. 

3. Plant tulips in gritty, well-drained compost. 


A final colourful hurrah 
before winter takes hold 



Lindera obtusiloba has a wonderful erect habit and three lobed leaves which look like molten gold in autumn 



Acer osakazuki, perhaps the most brilliant of all Japanese maples Wonderfully pinkish - E. bungeanus var. mongolicus 


ROSS 

UNDERWOOD 


1 Head Gardener at Hodnet Hall 


WHENEVER 1 take a drive around 


I can open the windows and smell 
woodsmoke almost everywhere. 

Now that days are shorter and cool¬ 
er it is a privilege to come home and 
light the stove, yet I come indoors only 
reluctantly. 

Outside in gardens, the countryside and 
the streets of our towns wherever you look 
there are bright bonfires happening as 
plants give their final hurrah before winter. 

We are so lucky to live in a temperate cli¬ 
mate where we can enjoy autumn colour. 
Plants that perform at this time of year are 
to be treasures as the show only intensifies 
with lower temperatures and light. 

Many great trees and shrubs that have 
been in the background all summer are tak¬ 
ing centre stage now. 

Amongst the best are the acers. This fam¬ 
ily which includes the common Sycamore 
as well as the palmate or Japanese acers. 
Thanks to the efforts of nurserymen they 
are no longer just available to the wealthy 
but come in a huge number of cultivars. 

All share common features which are a 
liking for good loamy soil, a tolerance of 
shade and a dislike of drought and dry¬ 
ing winds. Growth is moderate but the 
handsome hand shaped (hence the epithet 
palmate) foliage is perfect for growing her¬ 
baceous plants beneath. 

One of my favourites is A. aconitifolium 
which as the name implies has foliage rem¬ 
iniscent of a monkshood. It grows as wide 
as it does tall and can be quite imposing 
when it gets mature. The leaves burn scar¬ 
let red in the autumn and are held over a 
long period until heavy frost crinkles them 
up. They look wonderful u deplaned with 
cyclamen or a small anemone such as ‘Sep¬ 
tember Charm’ which is still going. Acer 
osakazuki is perhaps the most brilliant of 
all the Japanese maples and quite a strong 
grower by comparison with many. 

We may not have spared a thought for 
our cherries since the spring and early sum¬ 
mer but look at them now. 

Next to my house I am lucky to have a 
group of bird cherries which are orange, 
red and gold now. It really looks as though 
flames are creeping up the tree! Yet for the 
garden, especially when space is at a pre¬ 
mium I like Prunus incisa. These more 
shrubby cherries can have an angular habit 
of growth. They still flower in early spring 
but also turn the most fabulous shades of 
burnt orange and maroon red now. Added 
to which they are incredibly amenable and 
will grow in sun or light shade and even 
in heavy soil which we have here. I have 
planted the cultivar ‘Kojo-no-mai’ which is 
quite slow growing with zig zag shoots and 
pale pink flowers. 

One shrub or tree which is as much of 
a delight in the hedgerows as it is in the 
garden are the spindles, or Euonymus. E. 
alatus is often encountered in garden cen¬ 


tres where it’s neat leaves and winged corky 
bark give it an extra element of ingest in 
winter. For those willing to seek them out 
there are some less often encountered spe¬ 
cies and cultivars including the wonderful 
E. bungeanus var. mongolicus which has 
wonderfully pinkish autumn colour with 
pinkish fruits produced after a good sum¬ 
mer. E. clivicola is a graceful shrub grow¬ 
ing to ten feet with slender leaves whilst E. 
hamiltonianus has produced a number of 
excellent offspring including ‘Indian Sum¬ 
mer’ and ‘Coral Charm’ which are must 
haves in my book! 


Lindera is a genera of shrubs from the 
northern hemisphere which might not 
have been heard of outside of specialist 
collections some few years ago but have 
made a much greater impression recently. 
L. benzoin is know as the spice bush in the 
USA has scented leaves which turn clear 
yellow in autumn. My favourite though is 
L. obtusiloba which has a wonderful erect 
habit and three lobed leaves which look like 
molten gold in autumn. 

I feel as though I could go on forever and 
probably could but I can’t leave you without 
mentioning a conifer... yes a conifer that I 


find irresistible. You might have to give up 
a substantial part of your garden to house 
it so it’s probably better to go and see it in 
somebody else’s but hey ho! There are only 
five genera of deciduous conifer of which 
Pseudolarix amabilis is the only member of 
its own genera and superficially resembles a 
larch. It likes acid soil in which it will grow 
slowly but happily producing long light 
green needles which look like butter in the 
autumn. 

They make a stately tree over time and 
ours is just a baby but here’s to many 
golden Octobers to come! 
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NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 



• MOTOWN & LONDON 

• ALADDIN & LONDON 

. KINKY BOOTS & LONDON 
. CHARLIE» THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY 6 LONDON 

• ELVIS IN CONCERT SCREEN SPECTACULAR 

• LES MISERABLES Er LONDON 

• WICKED & LONDON 

• BILLY ELLIOT THE MUSICAL IN MANCHESTER 
. PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 6 LONDON 

• JERSEY BOYS & LONDON 

• STAR WARS IDENTITIES AT 02 IBM) 

• LORD OF THE DANCE & LIVERPOOL 


LIVERPOOL & MANCHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

12.19.26 NOV Xmas party night + most drinks 2 for 16-9pm £69.95 
EXETER & BATH CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

26 NOV, 3,10 DEC Xmas party night in Torquay Hotel £69.95 

CHATSWORTH AT CHRISTMAS & CHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

19.26 NOV, 10 DEC Admission to Chatsworth House included! £89.95 
GRASSINGTON DICKENSIAN FAYRE & SKIPTON XMAS MARKET 

3,10 DEC Xmas party night & glass bubbly in Blackpool hotel £79.95 
YORK ST NICHOLAS FAYRE & BUXTON CHRISTMAS WONDERLAND 
10 DEC Includes Scenic Peak District Tour e69.95 

Lots more available - including Tribute Weekends and 
Christmas Market Day Trips CALL FOR BROCHURE! 


BOURNEMOUTH 
GARDENS OF 
LIGHT & 
WINCHESTER 
XMAS MARKET 
27 NOV, 11 DEC 
Fabulous illuminated 
spectacle plus party 
night in hotel 
STAR BUY ^ 
ONLY £59.95 



LONDON LIGHTS, SIGHTS fr HYDE 
PARK WINTER WONDERLAND 




** 2 DAYS FROM £ 69.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
Visit to Covent Garden at Christmas plus the stunning 
festive event b Christmas market at Hyde Park 




WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


2 DAYS £119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included plus visits to Science & 
Natural History Museums 



I UU3U or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


HF PARTY TRIBUTE WEEKENDS! FESTIVE 4 ££ AYS 


2 DAYS £69.95 


★LEEDS CHRISTKINDLEMARKT 
& YORK ST NICHOLAS FAYRE 

Staying at the Grand Hotel, 
Scarborough 

27 NOV ★ABBA 
4 DEC ★DIANA ROSS 


★LLANDUDNO & CHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

20 NOV Grand Hotel, Llandudno *ROD STEWART 
★CHESTER & CHATSWORTH CHRISTMAS MARKET 
20 NOV Daresbury Park Hotel ★LIONEL RITCHIE 
★CHESTER & MATLOCK VICTORIAN XMAS MARKET 
4 DEC Daresbury Park Hotel *FREDDIE MERCURY 
★LIVERPOOL & CHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 
4 DEC Grand Hotel, Llandudno ★MICHAEL BUBLE 



5 DAYS FROM £159.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Loretta Hotel 
• Includes visit to Snowdonia & the Isle of Anglesey 
and historic Conwy 


ALBERT HALL XMAS SHOW & HYDE 
PARK WINTER WONDERLAND 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Ticket to Albert Hall's amazing Xmas Show plus the 


rMiiTb 

BREAKS £99.95 

Breakfast, dinner & W m 
Christmas Day Lunch n* >1 
included! f * 


• BOURNEMOUTH 

• BLACKPOOL 

• BRIGHTON 

• EASTBOURNE 

• FOLKESTONE 
•ISLE OF WIGHT 

• LLANDUDNO 

• SCARBOROUGH! 

• SCOTLAND 

• SOUTHPORT 

• SPAIN, COSTA'BRAVA 

• TORQUAY 

• WESTON-S-MARE 



You May Also Like: Torquay, Isle oQ Wight, Bournemouth, Eastbourne, Folkestone, Llandudno breaks from £59.95 
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